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WHERE JESUS WALKS 


By Jack A. Oliver 


AST summer, like many other Disciples, I trav- 

eled through the lands of the Bible. Prepar- 

ing a sermon upon my return, I planned to begin 

by saying, “I walked where Jesus walked for the 

first time on Aug. 17 in the town of Sidon in 
Lebanon.” 

Then I thought, ‘‘What a strange statement for 
me to make! I have been a professed Christian 
for almost 40 years and an ordained minister for 
more than 25, and just now to be saying ‘I have 
walked for the first time where Jesus walked.’ ” 
If this were true, it would be an admission of a 
terrible fraud. 

To walk where Jesus walked is not to kick up 
the dust on a Judean road, nor to wander through 
the streets of the towns where he had been, nor 
to stroll along the shores of Galilee. 

To walk where Jesus walked is to be Christian 
in one’s daily life, at home, at work, at school, in 
dealings with all people, in actions and reactions. 

The song I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked, 
is beautiful, but the tense is wrong. 

If one is to be a worthy Christian, he must 
walk where Jesus walks in these present days. To 
do this one does not need to go to Palestine. We 
may, we must walk where he walks in our own 
home town every day. 





Mr. Oliver is minister of First Christian Church, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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‘It is a cruel fact that after 
the ascension the world remained 
just about where it was before 


Jesus came - as lost as ever.’ 





\ 


jr 


‘ 


bef 


}: 


I 


nS 
‘le 











ica 


cn 


eee 


a 


Hay 


ee Ge 


why il 





as 






ti ee 
lS cea 


fn 


ae 


ae 
Se 









. na 


MAY 21, 1961 










by J. R. Canedy 


N A south of England holiday 
| resort a visitor with his four- 
year-old boy was walking toward 
the beach. As they were walking 
along, the child suddenly stood 
still and exclaimed, “‘Look, Daddy, 
Daddy, look! A wooden man is 
making a windmill go ever so 
fast!” He father replied, ‘No 
son, it is not the man who is 
making the windmill go, it is the 
windmill that is making the man 
go.” “No, no,” insisted the small 
boy, “the man is going up and 
down, and his hands are going 
ever so fast.” The father then 
explained to the boy that the 
hands of the man were attached 
to the windmill, through which 
the power of the wind was trans- 
mitted to otherwise lifeless limbs. 

This story reminds me of the 
confusion of our own thinking. 
So often we either express or in- 
timate the thought that it is peo- 
ple who give strength to the 
Spirit, rather than the Spirit that 
gives power to man. “Daddy, 
the wooden man is making the 
windmill go.” 

Today we observe an incident 





Mr. Canedy is minister of First 
Christian Church, Carbondale, Iil. 


in the life of the disciples and 
thousands of others in Jerusalem 
which took place on the Day of 
Pentecost in the year 30. It is 
as significant as Christmas and 
Easter, to Christendom. On this 
day, the Church was born and 
baptized. It was on this day that 
the disciples learned that it was 
not the wooden man that turned 
the windmill, but that it was 
“power from on high” (Luke 24: 
49b) that moved men. 

Imagine if you will that, ‘You 
are there.” The crowd is very 
excited. They are talking, but in 
a very unusual way. Listen! 
What’s that they are saying? 
Listen to that man. Doesn’t he 
know that if what he is saying 
gets back to the Roman soldiers 
he will be killed? He must be 
drunk. 

As we look around, we see more 
and more people stopping to see 
what is happening. ‘“They say that 
this is Simon Peter, the fisher- 
man, talking. Why it couldn’t be! 
Simon was never known to speak 
before a group. But listen to him 
now. It is unbelievable. Aren’t 
those Parthians over there... ? 
There are some Medes over there 
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with those people from Mespo- 
tamia. They act like they know 
what Simon is saying. That’s 
impossible. But listen to them; 
they are answering Simon by 
professing the risen Nazarene.” 

These men and women are giv- 
ing themselves to Christ because 
the Spirit is working in them. 
It is not the wooden man that is 
moving the windmill . .. but 
“power from on high’ that moves 
man. 

Pentecost has much to say to 
us, but it seems to me that this 
is its core message. It was God’s 
answer to some very pertinent 
and bewildering questions which 
even the resurrection had left un- 
answered. The resurrection was, 
of course, a vindication of the life 
and ministry of Jesus. But what 
of the world? It is a cruel fact 
that after the ascension the world 
remained just about where it was 
before Jesus came—as lost as 
ever. 

Any cynic would have had the 
right to ask, “So what?” Jesus 
had disappeared from the stream 
of history, leaving hardly a rip- 
ple upon its surface; to be re- 
membered, if at all, only as a dis- 
illusioned peasant who _ tried 
valiantly to rescue men from 
their despair—but to no avail. 
He was saved, but the world he 
came to save was still lost. 

But Pentecost happened. Sud- 
denly, with dramatic and amaz- 
ing power, God again broke the 
silence and mystery and the little 
dispirited group of the Upper 
Room came alive with power. A 
new sense of invincibility pos- 
sessed them. Their weakness 
was changed to strength. Their 
cowardice was transformed into 
courage. Their despair gave way 
to ecstatic confidence. Their tes- 
timony burst forth upon the 
world with the sound of a rush- 
ing mighty wind, and the city 
was shaken as by a mighty earth- 
quake, the reverberations of 
which soon reached to the ends 
of the empire. 

Pentecost was the dramatic 
moment when the Spirit entered 
the church with God’s invincible 
power and the redemption of the 
world began in earnest. It was 
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the moment when the resurrected 
Christ himself took charge of the 
processes of man’s redemption, 
fulfilling the promise previously 
made to the Apostles, “Lo, I am 
with you always, to the close of 
the age.” 

The Church launched that day 
its program of redemption and 
began its triumphant march 
across the world and down the 
centuries. The few languages in 
which men heard the gospel that 
day have become today more 
than a thousand, and the 3,000 
of Pentecost have become a 
mighty host which no man can 
number. 

This has come to pass because 
of the “power from on high.” 

And yet, there is another side 
to the story. One could ask the 
question, “But what about those 
who were not moved by the 
Spirit?” Obviously more was in- 
volved than the Spirit. 

In reading the account of the 
Pentecostal experience, one is 
amazed to find that there was so 
much left to the disciples them- 
selves. Robert Burns, minister 
of the Peachtree Church of At- 
lanta, Ga., wrote in The Chris- 
tian-Evangelist (May 19, 1958), 
“In the beginning, the Holy Spirit 
came when they were prepared.” 

What was their contribution 
toward the Pentecost experience? 


First, they believe d—All 
doubt seems to have _ been 
swept aside, and they came to- 
gether, for this first Pentecost 
since Jesus’ death and resur- 
rection, with great expecta- 
tions. Apparently they did not 
try to analyze the exact nature 
of their expectations or hopes, 
but came with open minds, 
awaiting the Lord’s directives. 


Second, they obeyed—Many 
programs of action must have 
been discussed in those early 
days after the first Easter, and 
there were probably as many 
ideas on how the little group’s 
limited budget ought to be 
spent as we put forward in the 
average church meeting today. 
But their instructions were to 
tarry in Jerusalem and wait 
for Pentecost. This they did. 


Third, they were of one ac- 


cord—Gone, at least tempo- 
rarily, after Jesus’ example in 
washing his disciples’ feet, 
were the rivalry and conten- 
tion as to who should “be first 
in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
They were a group of people 
who probably had very little 
in common save this one thing: 
they loved Jesus. This was 
enough to overcome all differ- 


ences. They were truly, “one 
in Christ.” 
Finally, they opened their 


hearts in prayer, and waited 
receptively for God’s com- 
mands—In the words of Dr. 
Burns, “‘They were a prepared 
people in a prepared place to 
make a prepared prayer for a 
prepared purpose to accomplish 
a prepared prophecy.” 


Why is it that some people find 
every Sunday a little day of 
Pentecost in the sanctuary, while 
others do not? They prepare for 
it. They plan every Saturday 
evening with adequate rest. They 
get up at a reasonable time on 
Sunday morning, eating their 
breakfast in a leisurely way, pre- 
paring themselves by Bible read- 
ing and prayer before they leave 
their homes. 

They enter the sanctuary early. 
They bow their heads and pray 
before the service begins. They 
participate in the service, sing 
the hymns, pray the prayers, 
take part in the communion, re- 
main reverent and quiet through 
the moment of silence at the end 
of the service and leave as dif- 
ferent people than they would 
have been if they had not come. 

Pentecost is an experience that 
doesn’t just happen. It becomes 
a personal experience only as we 
become strong in faith, explicit 
in obedience, constant in prayer, 
united in Christ and conscious of 
a responsibility to be ready at 
all times and in all ways to be a 
channel for the work the power 
from on high of the spirit of God. 

“No, my son, it isn’t the 
wooden man that makes the 
windmill move, but rather the 
power of the wind transmitted to 
the lifeless limbs.” 
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Eads torials 


One Weakness 


HE Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Cali- 

fornia has stirred up a lot of excitement, 
argument, anger, defense and offense by a 
recent statement about the historic creeds 
of the church. Curiously enough, he has 
brought evangelicals and non-creedalists to 
the defense of the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds 
who wouldn’t have lifted a finger or a voice 
to protect “man-made creeds” otherwise. At 
the moment, our purpose is not to discuss 
this angle of the issue but to comment upon 
one forelorn wail of a Protestant Episcopal 
priest who wonders what will happen to the 
faith of the hundreds of people whom he has 
confirmed in the creeds during the years. 
If they learn that Bishop Pike, and perhaps 
others, consider the creeds not to be absolute 
statements of dogma, identical with the 
revelation of God, but rather “idealized and 
poetic” summaries of the faith, what will 
happen to their beliefs? 

All this has a familiar ring to Disciples of 
Christ. We take no joy in the loss of faith 
by a single person, and it ill behooves one 
Christian to say, “I told you so” to another 
when his doctrines prove to be something 
less than infallible. However, we have known 
for a hundred and fifty years that creeds are 
most useful as the statement and summary 
of someone’s faith at some point in history. 
When they become final statements of God’s 
revelation to man and dare not be compared, 
even with Holy Scriptures by future genera- 
tions, they form the basis of a closed denomi- 
nation that finds discussion with other tradi- 
tions very difficult. 

It is our understanding that a pastoral let- 
ter by the House of Bishops has reminded the 
church again that the Nicene Creed is “es- 
sential” to the historic tradition of the 
church. Here we see the ever-present barrier 
in its usual form. Truth consists of both 
Scripture and tradition. Tradition consists in 
the conclusions of various people about Scrip- 
ture. The Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds are 
the two chief documents of these later con- 
clusions. Such churches as this one believe 
that a body of tradition is necessary, in ad- 
dition to the Bible. And, there must be 
agreement on the tradition as well as on 
personal acceptance of the Bible as a whole, 
in order to have fellowship, either within the 
denomination, or across denominational lines. 

Bishop Pike, almost at the same time as 
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the historic sermon by Presbyterian Eugene 
C. Blake in the San Francisco Episcopal ca- 
thedral, has marked out still another arena 
for sparring this year. The concern which 
all Christians have for teaching the Scriptural 
doctrine on the Virgin Birth and belief in the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, seems to be 
causing many to leap for the creedal band- 
wagon as if it were the only framework in 
which New Testament doctrine could be car- 
ried. 


Capturing Food 


MINISTER was explaining to the con- 
A gregation how he had arrived at the 
ideas he was presenting. Some of them had 
been discovered while he rode on an all-night 
bus. Others came during the quiet hour of 
a conference to which the bus ride had taken 
him. Then he said, “I am always capturing 
food for my people at the moments when I 
see it, not at the specific times which I might 
have set aside for hunting.” 

It was difficult for an editorial writer to 
follow the balance of the thought for we also 
try to ‘“‘capture food” for our readers when- 
ever the food is spotted. This figure of 
speech set a number of brain cells working. 

There is probably no substitute for hard 
work in the study. Just as the laborer has 
to get into action in order to move what has 
to be moved, so the “thinker” has to spend 
time in thought. He has to stimulate the 
mind with food for thought. As his mind 
grows it becomes strong enough to “capture 
food” for the minds of others. 

The same thing can be said of the spirit, a 
more elusive characteristic of man, but ulti- 
mately the more important. It feeds only on 
its own choice of food. If the mind puts only 
undigestible food before the spirit, it will 
starve. 

If a person has spent much time in con- 
trolled study and thought, as the above- 
mentioned speaker had done, he is well 
qualified to go out on the hunt for food. With 
an alert mind and a receptive spirit, he will 
find food in all sorts of places and at odd 
moments. It is fine if our ministers are 
alert enough to capture such fleeting truths 
and bring them to the pulpit to feed us. It 
is even better if we go on the hunt ourselves. 

As you ride the bus, walk the street or 
stand in the market-place, you can find what- 
ever you seek. 
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"The Decade of Decision can 


become the Decade of Accomplishment.” 


“Jesus Christ is the same yes- 
terday and today and for ever.” 
—Heb. 13:8 


HROUGHOUT the centuries 

the Bible has had almost as 
many interpreters as it has had 
readers. The variety of inter- 
preters has produced a_ wide 
variety of views about the Bible, 
but there is one matter in which 
they nearly all agree: the Bible 
is timeless. That is to say, the 
Bible speaks to every generation; 
it speaks to every need of every 
person in every century. 


This is well illustrated in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. It pre- 
sents a convincing argument for 
the finality of Christianity in- 
tended to arouse the reader from 
indifference. The author was an 
independent thinker who made 
an impassioned plea for Chris- 
tians to guard against the inat- 
tention and dullness which re- 
sults in falling away from the 
demands of the living God. 
Imagine this being written in the 
first century of the Christian era! 

After calling the roll of the 
faithful in his memorable eleven- 
th chapter, the writer concludes 
(in J. B. Phillips’ translation): 





Mr. Dietze is vice-president and 
Director of Development, The Col- 
lege.of the Bible, Lexington, Ky. 
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By 
Charles E. Dietze 


“All these won a_e glowing 
testimony to their faith, but 
they did not then and there 
receive the fulfilment of the 
promise. God had something 
better planned for our day, 
and it was not his plan that 
they should reach perfection 
without us.” (11:39, 40) 


Thus, in writing to the Chris- 
tians of his generation, the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
gave a testimony which has 
meaning for every generation. So 
convinced was he that the bounds 
of Christian faith have no limits 
that he wrote: “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and 
for ever.” (13:8). In a very 
real sense this simple statement 
of faith contains the heart of the 
Christian message. Varieties of 
interpretations of the Bible may 
come and go, but “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, and today 
and for ever.” 

It is in this historic context of 
the Christian faith that I write. 
Just as the centuries speak to our 
generation, so does the last cen- 
tury speak to this decade. 


I 


The last one hundred years has 
been characterized by historians 
in many different ways. Some 
have called the period the com- 
ing of the modern age, emphasiz- 
ing the spread of the industrial 


revolution. Some have heralded 
it as the era of the common man. 


In latter years the century has 
ushered in the nuclear age, the 
era of the great fear—fear of 
the cataclysmic destruction of 
civilization. Each one who has 
done the characterizing has done 
so from his own vantage point, 
and the vantage point shifts with 
each scientific advance. Since 
1945 we have been mushroomed 
into the atomic age, the hydrogen 


Communion Hymn 


“Come Now to His Table” 


Come now to his table, 
Come softly in prayer; 
Meet here with the Saviour, 
Communion to share. 
Come, break bread together 
In light from above; 

Eat here of his mercy, 

Drink here of his love. 


“Take, this is my body,” 
Thus saith the Lord; 

The wine of redemption 
Our Saviour has poured. 
“Do this in remembrance,” 
His death to proclaim; 
Come, meet at his table, 
Partake in his name.—Amen 


Tune: Holiness. 6.5.6.5. D 
or "Take Time to Be Holy’ 

Words by Carlton C. Buck, 
minister of First Christian 
Church, Eugene, Ore. 
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age, the rocket age, the space age. 
Who knows what tomorrow will 
bring? 

Institutions which have lived 
during the last one hundred years 
have had to be mobile in their 
thinking and in their acting be- 
cause of the swiftness of the 
changes which have come. 


During the Civil War the 
churches had to decide whether 
to divide according to sectional- 
ism or to stay together under 
God. In the era of the greatest 
missionary expansion in history 
the churches have had to decide 
whether to join in a new kind of 
crusade to share Christ with the 
world or to try to limit him to a 
“local” church. In _ the last 
quarter century when Christian 
unity has had a new birth, the 
churches have had to decide 
whether the body of Christ is 
really one or whether it can func- 
tion without hands or feet or 
ears or eyes or tongue. 


These are more than mere 
academic questions. And they are 
only three of the dilemmas which 
our churches in the brotherhood 
have had to face. The last one 
hundred years include two-thirds 
of our history as a people. Dur- 
ing these years more advances in 
science and_ technology have 
taken place than in all of human 
history before 1860. This is the 
environment into which our fel- 
lowship was born and has lived 
most of its life. 

In fact, the “new day” of the 
early nineteenth century pro- 
duced our movement. The people 
of that generation were tired of 
biblicism. For the most part our 
leaders were university gradu- 
ates whose education equipped 
them for their mission. Their 
same approach to religion caused 
the movement to win thousands 
of converts from one frontier to 
another as the pioneers continued 
to move westward. 

Their intelligent use of the 
Bible was accepted with enthusi- 
asm by a people who were weary 
of emotionalism and hungry for 
truth. The Disciples of Christ 
came into being to fulfill a very 

(Continued on page 24.) 
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Visitation Dividends 


By Hy Young 


OME in our men’s group had 

been ready to give up on a 
certain prospect because, although 
we had called on him at least 
six times, he had made no en- 
couraging response. Then, some 
years ago, he was arrested for 
drunken driving, and even the 
members of his family, both de- 
vout Christians, seemed to des- 
pair. 

When our group met for visita- 
tion on a certain Monday eve- 
ning, a number of the men shook 
their heads when this man’s 
name was again read as that of 
a prospect on whom we were to 
call. One of our deacons, how- 
ever, was not ready to abandon 
hope. 

“This is the time when he 
really needs us,” the deacon said. 
Then, turning to me, he urged, 
“Come on, let’s go see him.” 

We spent more than an hour 
talking with the man, who, at 
first, regarded himself as a hope- 
less case. He did agree to pray 
with us though, and during the 
prayers he made a definite deci- 
sion. Later our men’s group ar- 
ranged for a loan to pay the fine 
resulting from the police charges. 
The following Sunday the man 
made a public profession of faith. 
He was baptized and has been at- 
tending church faithfully. 

Another man on whom we 
called lived by a strict moral 
code, paid his debts, and was re- 
garded as, and was, a fine citizen. 
However, he did not think it 
necessary to be a_ professing 
Christian, nor to attend church. 
Two years of regular visits by 
our minister and our men’s group 
helped to bring this man to a 
realization of his spiritual needs, 
and he responded to the invita- 
tion at a recent revival meeting. 

The sick and the shut-ins are 
included in our visitation pro- 
gram. One man, who has been a 
helpless invalid for 40 years, has 
said that our visits and our pray- 
ing with him have helped him to 





find the needed courage to face 
life with anticipation instead of 
dread. Our minister urges us to 
visit at least one sick person a 
week. Those of us who have the 
blessing of good health are too 
often remiss in remembering the 
stricken. We should always have 
on our hearts, the sick, the shut- 
ins, and the bereaved. 

When one of the women of our 
church received the news that her 
husband had died of a heart at- 
tack, she was so overcome by 
grief that her friends feared for 
her health, A man who had 
known her husband and who knew 
that he had been a Christian 
most of his life, comforted her 
with the thought that her loved 
one must surely be with the Lord. 
Sympathy and understanding in 
a time of sorrow can do much. 

We try to call on each visitor 
to our church during the week 
following the Sunday on which he 
first attends. We have obtained 
the names of other prospects 
through a church census and 
through church school contacts; 
and quite often names have been 
supplied by interested friends and 
relatives. 

Visitation is a form of per- 
sonal evangelism, and as Chris- 
tians we need to multiply our ef- 
forts in this field. A planned 
visitation program should be a 
part of every organized group 
within the church. Letters, 
cards, and phone calls are use- 
ful in getting in touch with peo- 
ple, but the personal visit, we 
have found, is by far the most 
effective means of getting them 
to come to church. 

It is good to be a Christian and 
a regular churchgoer, tithing is a 
splendid personal testimony, and 
the devotion of talents to church 
work is highly commendable. 
But, might not our Lord say, if 
he were to talk to us, “All these 
you ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others’? Let us 
not neglect visitation. 
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Consulting the Pastor 
by Charles F. Kemp 


Varieties of Religious Experience 


STUDENT was quite con- 

cerned because “his reli- 
gion” as he put it was not the 
same as “everyone else’s.” An 
older man refused to become a 
part of the church because some 
of his beliefs differed from those 
of other people in the church. 

William James made it very 
clear some years ago that there 
are “varieties of religious expe- 
rience.” This is quite obvious to 
anyone who reads either history 
or biography. Martin Luther, 
John Wesley, St. Francis, and 
Phillips Brooks all had different 
expressions of religion, yet all 
were profoundly religious. 

This is also true in the New 
Testament. Anyone familiar 
with the contents of the New 
Testament knows that here we 
find different expressions of re- 
ligion. Paul had a dramatic, 
cataclysmic experience on the 
Damascus road. We find no rec- 
ord of any such experience in the 
life of Peter or James or John. 
Jesus never attempted to pour all 
men into one mold. There were 
differences even among. these 
earliest Christians as the Book 
of Acts testifies. 

That person whose religion 
differs from another’s need not be 
too greatly disturbed. This has 
always been so. However, this 
leads to another question—were 
there no similarities? Are there 
no common elements in the ex- 
periences of these men? _ Yes. 
All were sincere. We can start 
there. This is a common and 
basic element. Without sincerity 
there can be no great religious 
experience. 

All had a deep sense of per- 
sonal need. The nature of that 
need may have been different, the 
need for meaning, for forgive- 
ness, for guidance and strength 
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—but all had a sense of personal 
need that made them humble and 
receptive. 

All gave themselves in service 
to their fellow men. Great reli- 
gion of whatever denomination 
or background has made men 
more willing to serve others. 
When you list the great religious 
personalities you find many dif- 
ferences of theology and inter- 
pretation but almost always they 
gave themselves in service to 
some cause and to the good of 
individuals. 

All had a faith in something 
beyond themselves. Their inter- 
pretations and explanations of 
God differed at times, but they 
all had a sense of their depend- 
ence upon God and were willing 
to put their faith and trust in 
Him. 

They all had an element of ad- 
venture in their religion—com- 
mitment is perhaps a better term. 
Their religion was not proved by 
argument but by _ experience. 
This is the final proof that needs 
no argument. 

Each one must find that ex- 
pression of religion that means 
the most to him—it must be sin- 
cere, it should grow out of a 
sense of need, it ought to include 
a dedication to service, it must 
become an adventure of faith, an 
act of commitment and trust. 


Interpreting the Pastor: 
Some Questions on Referral 


Every pastor is of necessity, 
a counselor. In the course of a 
few years in the ministry, he will 
be confronted by every problem 
imaginable. Many questions are 
asked. Should the pastor at- 
tempt to handle all these prob- 
lems? When there are so many 
other specialists around, shouldn’t 
he refer? How does he know 





when to refer? etc. 

These are good questions. My 
answer to the first is this: The 
pastor’s first concern is the wel- 
fare of his people. Sometimes 
this means that he counsels with 
the troubled person himself. 
Sometimes it means that for the 
good of the person, he helps him 
get the help he needs most. No 
one should ever attempt to do 
what someone else can do better. 


The wise pastor utilizes the 
skills of the physician, the psy- 
chologist, the psychiatrist, the 
educator, the social worker, the 
vocational counselor, the family 
counselor, the Child Guidance 
clinic, Alcoholics Anonymous, the 
public health nurse, etc. 


When should a pastor refer? 
The pastor should refer when 
any one of four conditions is 
present: (1) If the pastor doesn’t 
have time to deal with the prob- 
lem. Some problems take much 
time. If he doesn’t have it, he 
should get the person to someone 
who does. (2) If he doesn’t have 
the training. The pastor is not 
a psychologist, a social worker, 
or an attorney, nor should he 
pretend to be. He is a pastor, 
and should utilize the services of 
those trained in special fields. 
(3) If he does not have the re- 
sources. Some problems require 
funds, training, facilities, equip- 
ment which he doesn’t have. (4) 
If he doesn’t have the relation- 
ship that is necessary for good 
counseling he may need to refer. 

When a pastor suggests that a 
person see someone else, this does 
not indicate a lack of interest; 
this indicates real, mature con- 
cern for the person’s welfare. It 
does not mean that he doesn’t 
want to continue to see him and 
work with him; it means he 
wants to continue in terms of his 
own training and abilities, as a 
pastor. 

He has interests and resources 
no other specialist has. When- 
ever he refers to someone else, 
or to some social agency for spe- 
cial help, he wants to continue 
as pastor and to minister to this 
person in terms of spiritual 
needs. 
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NEWS 


Application of Russian 
Church Will Be Acted Upon 
At Assembly in India 


Russian Orthodox to 
Join World Council 


Buck HILL FALLS, PA.—The 
Russian Orthodox Church, which 
has remained outside the World 
Council of Churches since the 
Council’s formation in 1948, has 
now applied for membership. 


Comprising 176 Protestant, Angli- 
can and Eastern Orthdox autono- 
mous church bodies in more than 50 
countries, the Council is the world’s 
largest ecumenical organization. 

Making the surprise announce- 
ment at the annual meeting here 
of the U. S. Conference for the 
WCC was Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
of New York, chairman of the 
WCC’s 90-member Central Com- 
mittee and president of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 

He indicated that the Russian 
Church’s formal application for 
membership was sent to WCC 
Geneva headquarters by Patriarch 
Alexei of Moscow, supreme head of 
the Church. Announcement of the 
application was also made simul- 
taneously by the WCC in Geneva. 

Dr. Fry said the application would 
be acted upon in an early session of 
the WCC’s Third Assembly in New 
Delhi, India, Nov. 18-Dec. 6 A 
two-thirds affirmative vote of mem- 
ber Churches—or 118—will be re- 
quired for a new applicant to be 
accepted and its delegates seated 
at the assembly. 

At the New Delhi meeting the 
WCC also will consider membership 
applications from eight or more 
other churches. These include the 
Moravian Church in the Western 
Cape Province, South Africa; the 
United Church of Central Africa in 
Northern Rhodesia; and the Pente- 
costal Church of Chile. 


All applicants have expressed their 
agreement with the basis for WCC 
membership which is that they “ac- 
cept our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Savior.” 


In its application, the Russian 
Church did not list its membership, 
but disclosed it has 30,000 priests, 
73 bishoprics, 20,000 parishes and 
40 monasteries inside the U. S. S. R. 
It also said the Church has eight 
theological schools, including two 
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academies and six seminaries. 

Acceptance of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church into the World Council 
of Churches seemed likely after 
leading churchmen here praised— 
but in some cases with strong 
qualifications—the Moscow Patri- 
archate’s application to join the in- 
ternational ecumenical organization. 

This was indicated in a press con- 
ference following the announcement 
that the Russian Church had applied 
for membership. 

The World Council of Churches 
represents about 200,000,000 Chris- 
tians in more than 50 nations. 


Prayers for Peace 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—President 
Kennedy called for the nation to 
observe Memorial Day, Tuesday, 
May 30, as a day of prayer for 
peace. 


In his annual Memorial Day 
proclamation, the President de- 
clared: 


“I hereby urge the people of the 
United States . . . to observe Me- 
morial Day by invoking the blessing 
of God on those who have died in 
defense of our country, and by pray- 
ing for a new world of law where 
peace and justice shall prevail and 
a life of opportunity shall be as- 
sured for all.” 


as an “architect” of the National Council of Churches. 


The Church at Large 





Yale Professor Begins 
World Council Post July 1 


Paul Minear Named 
Faith, Order Director 


Buck HILL FALLs, PAa.—Dr. Paul 
S. Minear, professor of Biblical the- 
ology at Yale Divinity School, has 
been named the first director of 
faith and order for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

Dr. Minear has been granted a 
leave of absence from Yale and be- 
gins his new work in Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, July 1. 

In the newly created post he will 
head both the WCC’s Department of, 
and Commission on, Faith and Order. 
The department has a three-man 
staff office at the Council’s head- 
quarters and the commission con- 
sists of 100 leading representatives 
of member churches, 

The new director was program 
and study secretary for the North 
American Faith and Order Confer- 
ence at Oberlin, Ohio, in 1957, and 
was editor of the official report of 
the Conference, published by the 
Bethany Press. 

Dr. Minear was chairman of the 
commission for study materials on 
the theme of the WCC third as- 
sembly to be held Nov. 18-Dec. 6 
in New Delhi, India. 





—RNS Photo 


DR. HERMANN N. MORSE (right) has been honored by the National Mis- 
sions Board of the United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. for his role 


The former vice- 


president of the NCC is shown in the lobby of Interchurch Center in New 


York with Dr. Edward A. Odell, his long-time friend and co-worker. 


They 


are standing against the background of wood sculpture depicting ways men 
work for the glory of God by the sculptor Adlai S. Hardin. 
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WCC and Members Hope to 
Continue in South Africa 


“Fullest Fellowship” 


GENEvA—A pledge of “fullest fel- 
lowship” between the World 
Council of Churches and member 
Churches and other Churches in 
South Africa working for a just 
solution of the country‘s race prob- 
lem was made here by Dr. W. A. 
Visser ’t Hooft, WCC general sec- 
retary. 

His pledge was contained in a 
statement issued following’ the 
withdrawal from WCC membership 
of the Dutch Reformed Church of 
the Transvaal. The Church took 
this action a few days previously 
because of findings of a WCC-spon- 
sored conference of church leaders 
in Johannesburg last December 
criticizing various aspects of the 
South African government’s apart- 
heid (racial segregation) policy. 

“We deeply regret that the Dutch 
Reformed Church of the Transvaal 
has decided to leave our fellowship,” 
Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said, “but we do 
not regret the consultation at Jo- 
hannesburg, which made a clear 
Christian witness about justice in 
race relations. 

“We will want to maintain the 
fullest possible fellowship with all 
those in South Africa—in member 
Churches and other Churches—who 
are working for the realization of 
a truly ecumenical conception of 
the Church and for a constructive, 
peaceful and just solution of the 
race problem.” 

The Church in the Transvaal is 
the second South African Reformed 
body to leave the World Council in 
the wake of the Johannesburg 
meeting. The first was the Dutch 
Reformed Church of Africa, which 
has been a strong supporter of the 
government’s policies. In making 
its decision known, the Transvaal 
Church reaffirmed its “historical 
policy of differentiation” between 
the races. 


Latter-day Saints 
Show Marked Growth 


SALT LAKE City, UTAH—A marked 
world growth in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints during 
the past decade was reported at 
closing sessions of the Church’s 
131st annual General Conference at 
Mormon Tabernacle here. 

David O. McKay, who became the 
Church’s ninth president at the 1951 
conference, said there are now 328 
stakes (the equivalent of synods or 
dioceses) throughout the world as 
compared with 180 ten years ago, 
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representing an increase of better 
than 80 per cent. The number of 
wards (organized congregations) 
rose from 1,541 to 2,882, a gain of 
90 per cent, and total membership 
climbed from slightly more than one 
million to 1,693,180, a growth of 
about 60 per cent. In addition to 
the wards there are thousands of 
smaller groups which meet reg- 
ularly. The number of U. S. and 
foreign missions (regional areas con- 
siderably larger than stakes) has 
increased from 43 in 1951 to 62, a 
gain of 44 per cent. 

Church officials paid tribute to 
to Dr. McKay’s leadership as a key 
factor in the growth for the decade. 


Autonomy Issue 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—An_ expert 
on city church planning questioned 
here whether urban American “can 
be adequately ministered to within 
the framework of complete congre- 
gational autonomy.” 

Walter Kloetzli of Chicago, sec- 
retary of urban church planning for 
the National Lutheran Council, 
raised the question in the 1961 
Knuble-Miller lectures he gave un- 
der auspices of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. They were en- 
titled “The Church and the Chang- 
ing Community.” 

Mr. Kloetzli declared congrega- 
tions should not assume that what 
is best for them as independent 
groups is best for the whole Church 
in rapidly changing big city areas. 

For example, he said, he did not 
believe that a church should be 
permitted to move from the inner 
city to the suburbs ‘on its own in- 
itiative.’ Neither should a con- 
gregation go into a large building 
program without “some overview,” 
he added. 

Mr. Kloetzli observed that Protes- 
tants could learn ‘some _ lessons” 
from the way Roman Catholic 
churches have remained in neigh- 
borhoods that Protestants have 
abandoned. 


OPPOSE REPEAL OF 
BIRTH CONTROL LAWS 


HARTFORD, CONN.—A move to re- 
peal Connecticut’s 80-year-old laws 
prohibiting the use and prescription 
of contraceptives has been opposed 
here by the heads of the states 
three Roman Catholic dioceses. 

They concluded: 


“It is sufficient to say that the 
perennial position of the Roman 
Catholic Church on the fundamental 
moral question of the practice of 
contraception is unchanged and un- 
changeable.” 


Senator Denounces Welch 
For Slur on Clergymen 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Sen. Gale W. 
McGee (D.-Wyo.) denounced in the 
Senate as “reckless slurs and 
smears” the charge of Robert H. W. 
Welch, Jr., founder of the contro- 
versial ultra-conservative John Birch 
Society, that Communism has in- 
vaded the Protestant clergy. 

Sen. McGee cailed ridiculous Mr. 
Welch’s statement in a Los Angeles 
speech that “there are about 200,- 
000 Protestant ministers in the 
U. S. and about 7,000 of them are 
Communist sympathizers. Protes- 
tant ministers do not become Com- 
munists, but Communists become 
Protestant ministers.” 

Sen. Milton R. Young (R.-N. D.) 
disclosed to the Senate that he has 


‘ been receiving many letters con- 


demning him for criticising the 
Birch Society and that they fol- 
lowed a pattern. 

During a heated question-and-an- 
swer period following Mr. Welch’s 
one-and-one-half-hour speech on 
anti-Communism, he said: “There is 
nothing in the Constitution that says 
the United States was intended to be 
a democracy.” He said he was op- 
posed to Chief Justice Earl Warren 
because “he has taken the lead to 
convert this country into a democ- 
racy.” 


METHODIST BISHOP 
CHALLENGES WELCH 


Los ANGELES—A direct challenge 
to Robert Welch, founder of the 
right-wing John Birch Society, to 
prove his charges against Protestant 
clergymen, was issued here by Bis- 
hop Gerald Kennedy, president of 
the Methodist Council of Bishops 
and head of the denomination’s Los 
Angeles area. 

Referring to Mr. Welch’s state- 
ment that there are 7,000 Com- 
munists or Communist sympathizers 
among Protestant clergymen in the 
U. S., Bishop Kennedy sent him a 
wire which read: 


“Get specific or else admit that 
you really do not know what you 
are talking about. The Methodist 
Church will act at once if evidence 
is forthcoming. The accused will be 
brought to trial. If guilty he will 
be dismissed from our ministry. Be- 
lieve me, I am most anxious to have 
you come forth with any informa- 
tion you may have, as I believe you 
will do if you are sincere.” 
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NCC Department of 
International Affairs 


Makes Recommendations 


New YorK—Discrimination against 
diplomatic representatives of for- 
eign nations in Washington, D. C., 
and at the UN, the need to mobilize 
the churches’ total resources for 
peace, and a proposed pronounce- 
ment on human rights highlighted 
the first business session in the new 
triennium of the general committee 
of the National Council of Churches 
Department of International Affairs. 

The committee also sent a wire 
of support to UN Secretary General 
Dag Hammarskjold and discussed 
steps for a meeting of Protestant 
leaders with President Kennedy. 

Ernest A. Gross, re-elected chair- 
man of the department, presided 
over the meeting here recently at 
the Interchurch Center on Riverside 
Drive. 

Episcopal Bishop Arthur Lichten- 
berger, vice-chairman, called atten- 
tion to the “discrimination” shown 
foreign delegates to the United Na- 
tions and foreign diplomatic repre- 
sentatives. The chairman was au- 
thorized to form a committee “to 
explore further the problems relat- 
ing to hospitality for UN personnel 
and diplomatic representatives in 
Washington, D. C., and what is be- 
ing done by governmental and pri- 
vate agencies.” 

In other significant action, the 
committee agreed that the Depart- 
ment of International Affairs rec- 
ommend “to the National Council 
of Churches that at the earliest 
appropriate time it make known to 
President Kennedy its desire to 
meet with him; that it seriously 
consider bringing together for this 
visit representatives of member de- 
nominations, as well as officers of 
the council; and that a main pur- 
pose of the visit to the President be 
to identify presidential foreign poli- 
cies that are in harmony with po- 
sitions of the National Council and 
to assure the President of the coun- 
cil’s strong support.” 

Dr. Herman Reissig of the Coun- 
cil for Christian Social Action of 
the United Church of Christ, who 
brought the motion to the meeting, 
pointed out that “we have a Presi- 
dent whose foreign policies, as 
stated in the State of the Union 
message and in other places, run 
parallel, in quite impressive fash- 
ion, to positions of many of the Na- 
tional Council’s member churches 
and to positions of the National 
Council itself.” 
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Chautauqua Lecturer 


Syracuse, N. Y.—Dr. Frank C. 
Laubach, originator of the “Each 
One Teach One” literacy method, 
will be guest lecturer in two sum- 
mer courses at New York state’s 
famous Chautauqua Institution, 
July 10 to August 18. 

Practical, intensive training in 
teaching adults to read, and in writ- 
ing for “new literates” are the pur- 
poses of the courses. They will be 
of special interest to adult educa- 
tors in the United States, to young 
persons preparing for service of a 
“peace corps” nature, and to mis- 
sionaries and mission candidates. 

Inquiries may be addressed to 
the School of Journalism, Syracuse 
University, Syracuse 10, N. Y. 


New A-V Teaching Material 
Produced by American Bible Society 


Puerto Rican Protestants 
Are 57.5% Pentecostal 


NEw YoRK—A need for coopera- 
tive action by Protestant churches 
in the city’s Spanish-speaking com- 
munities was pointed up in a report 
of the Protestant Council of the 
City of New York which also dis- 
closed that Pentecostal churches 
have a majority of the Protestant 
Puerto Rican membership here. 

Mid-1960 figures quoted in the 
report showed that 32,159 Puerto 
Ricans—about 5 per cent of the 
total in the city—belonged to Prot- 
estant churches. Of these, 57.5 per 
cent were in Pentecostal churches, 
the remainder in churches of 27 de- 
nominations. 


Bringing Bible History to Life 


NEw YORK—New audio-visual teaching aids on the history of the 
English Bible have been produced for churches by the American Bible 
Society here in connection with the 350th anniversary of the publi- 
cation of the King James Bible in 1611. 


In announcing the materials Dr. 
James Z. Nettinga, secretary of the 
society’s information and education 
department, described them as the 
“most authentic, inspiring and color- 
ful” aids for church school teachers 
and other educators ever distributed 
on English Bible history. 

Included in the materials are four 
filmstrips in color entitled “How 
Our Bible Came to Use,” available 
with or without recorded narration; 
a set of 16 “Picture Posters of the 
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History of the English Bible”; and 
a 32-page picture booklet called 
“Our Most Precious Heritage.” 


Dr. Robert T. Taylor, secretary of 
the ABS, in a plea for churches 
throughout the country to mark the 
King James anniversary, said the 
observance was an “opportunity for 
the people of America to study and 
appreciate the Bible—any transla- 
tion, any version that means the 
most to them.” 

















The Discovery of 


ELDER CALEB S. BURNS 


by H. Daniel Morgan 


HEN I came to Denison, 

Texas, to begin my pastorate 
with the First Christian Church 
in September, 1959, my curiosity 
was aroused by the lack of writ- 
ten information concerning the 
history of the church. I had been 
a good listener at our state and 
international conventions when 
mention was made regarding the 
importance of each church pre- 
serving its historical material. 
The Disciples of Christ Historical 
-Society through its articles and 
publications had impressed me 
with how much could be done if 
only an effort would be made. 

My purpose in writing this ar- 
ticle is to share with my fellow 
ministers my thrilling journey 
into the undiscovered and un- 
written years of this church’s 
beginning and the discovery of 
Elder Caleb Burns. 

The only written account of 
our church’s history was set down 
in the dedication program of 
our present building, dated May 
16, 1948: 


The First Christian Church 
in Denison was organized in 
1883 and the first building be- 
ing a frame structure on the 
corner of Armstrong and Craw- 
OES fs. 


There followed six short para- 
graphs giving the “high spots” 
of the succeeding sixty-five years 
to 1948. 





Mr. Morgan is the minister of 
First Christian Church, Denison, 
Texas. 
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I was not content with such 
a brief account of sixty-five years 
of history. To begin with there 
was no picture of this early 
frame structure or the listing of 
the roll of ministers. 

My first efforts brought to 
light the only two known photo- 
graphs of our first frame church 
at Armstrong and Crawford, 
erected in 1883. This whetted 
my curiosity even more, so I next 
visited our local daily newspaper 
the Denison Herald. To my de- 
light they had an almost perfect 
file of newspapers going back to 
September, 1872, when Denison 
was but three months old. I be- 
gan to read the story of the birth 
of our city—not expecting to find 
any reference to the Christian 
Church since our record on the 
cornerstone said ‘organized in 
1883.” To my surprise I came 
upon a simple news item which 
read: 


Elder Burns of the Christian 
Church will preach next Sun- 
day at Pickett’s School House, 
on Rusk Street. A general in- 
vitation is extended to the 
Denison people. 


The date of the paper was 
Wednesday, March 12, 1873. 

Here was a real discovery, 
here was a documented reference 
to an elder holding a service for 
our Christian people ten years 
prior to any previously estab- 
lished date. Just who was this 
Elder Burns? 

As I continued my search in 





Elder Caleb S. Burns 


the early files of the Denison 
News and the Sunday Gazetteer, 
the name of Elder Burns began 
to appear quite frequently and a 
person of significant stature and 
influence began to emerge. I 
learned from the newspaper ac- 
counts that he was a regular 
speaker at the early gatherings 
of our people. Not then having 
a church building the services 
were held in Pickett’s School 
House, Stegmiller’s Hall, the 
Good Templar’s Hall and then in 
Fernald’s School House. A notice 
of the purchase of property and 
the listing of the building com- 
mittee was reported in the paper. 
I soon found articles telling of 
the erection of the frame struc- 
ture at the corner of Armstrong 
and Crawford. This structure 
was the first of four buildings the 
local congregation has occupied. 
The last three have been on the 
present site of Armstrong and 
Woodard. 

Elder Caleb S. Burns seemed 
well known in Denison and I 
learned from the news stories 
that he was a respected farmer 
and an expert in the art of grow- 
ing peaches and apples. He con- 
tributed four lengthy articles on 
grafting fruit trees and the editor 
referred to him in the most glow- 
ing terms and urged every sub- 
scriber to read the series of ar- 
ticles. 

In 1873 Denison erected the 
first free public school in Texas. 
The newspaper in November, 
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1874, reported: “Parson Burns 
thinks of moving to Denison, to 
give his children the advantages 
of our free school. He offers his 
farm for sale.” 

Elder Burns ran for justice of 
the peace in 1876 and the editor 
said, “Rev. C. S. Burns, candidate 
for justice of the peace for this 
precinct, called in Wednesday. 
He will poll a heavy vote from 
the county, and is confident of 
success.” 

The newspaper included in 
other issues references to wed- 
dings and funerals conducted by 
Elder Burns and also a lengthy 
account of a civil and church trial 
of one of our early ministers ac- 
cused of conduct unbecoming of 
his calling. Elder Burns presided 
at the church trial in October, 
1887, and wrote an article for the 
paper explaining the action taken 
by our church. Another personal 
notice said, “Rev. Caleb Burns 
has gone to Hot Springs for treat- 
ment of his rheumatism.” 

While in the process of my 
newspaper research I also found 
time to visit numerous local 
cemeteries. I did so with not 
too much hope of finding Elder 
Burns’s grave. However, my ef- 
forts were rewarded. While in- 
specting one of the oldest burial 
plots in our county, three miles 
east of Denison, I found the 
graves of Caleb Burns, his wife 
Jerusha and their little 14-year- 
old daughter, Nannie Maude. 
This was the old Lankford ceme- 
tery. The date on his tombstone 
was Nov. 29, 1888; he died at the 
age of 67 years. His wife died 
March 20, 1883; she was Jerusha 
Byers before her marriage. 

About this time (1959) a new 
book was published by Professor 
Graham Landrum of Austin Col- 
lege in Sherman recording the 
history of Grayson County, which 
included in its pages an anno- 
tated list of all early settler from 
1836 to 1869. In reading the list 
I found the name of “Rev. Caleb 
S. Burns, minister of the Chris- 
tian church, born Aug. 27, 1821, 
in Clay County, Missouri.” It 
gave as a reference source a two- 
volume set of Books titled A 
Twentieth Century and _ Bio- 
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graphical Record of North and 
West Texas. 

These books were located in 
the library of Austin College at 
Sherman, Texas. In these vol- 
umes I found an excellent bio- 
graphical story of Rowland C. 
Burns, son of Caleb S. Burns, 
born in Nodaway County, Mis- 
souri, in 1857 and married to 
Miss Emma Boles in Coryell 
County, Texas. The story of 
Rowland Burns set him apart as 
a man who had risen to a place 
of unusual leadership as a West 
Texas pioneer, cattleman and 
civic leader. He was co-founder 
of the great West Texas City of 
Lubbock and was affectionately 
known as “Rollie.” 

I next wanted to see if any of 
Elder Burns’s grandchildren were 
still living. On the assumption 
that the three known children of 
Rowland Burns—Garza, George 
and Maude—might still be living 
in or near Lubbock I located a 
city directory of Lubbock and in 
keeping with my luck I found 
the name of “Garza C. Burns” 
listed as a resident of Lubbock. 

I wrote to Garza Burns and 
received confirmation that he was 
the grandson of Caleb and son 
of Rowland and Emma Boles 
Burns. He also provided me with 
the names and addresses of his 
sister, Mrs. Richard H. McCrum- 
men of Seminole, Texas, and of 
his brother, George Y. Burns of 
Chatsworth, California. Letters 
were dispatched to them with the 
result that I received photo- 
graphs of Elder Caleb Burns, his 
wife Jerusha and their children. 
Included also was a family por- 
trait of their father and mother. 

Among the things loaned me 
by Mrs. McCrummen was an 
original letter written by Elder 
Burns to his wife when he was 
prospecting for gold in Califor- 
nia. The letter was dated Jan. 
18, 1850; it is very tenderly and 
beautifully written and reflects a 
lonely homesick husband and fa- 
ther. He had left his home in 
Nodaway County, Missouri, and 
journeyed by mule with a wagon 
train to the gold fields of Nappa 
Valley, California. 

There was also a_ published 


biography of Rowland Burns, 
Rollie Burns by W. C. Holden, 
Professor of History, Texas Tech- 
nological College, in which Rollie 
tells the story of his father’s 
journey to Texas. 

From this book I learned the 
following facts: When Rollie 
Burns was just four years old his 
family left their home in Mis- 
souri about April, 1861. Making 
the journey to Texas by covered 
wagon and hack were Elder 
Burns, his wife Jerusha and their 
six children—Rollie, Mary, Eliza- 
beth, Florence, Robert and Tom. 
They had made their home in 
Nodaway County, Missouri. Elder 
Burns had served a term as 
sheriff of this county. According 
to Rollie Burns, his father had 
led in the organizing of Nodaway 
County, Missouri. As was the 
custom of the day Elder Burns 
wore a long black mustache and 
his face was covered with a stub- 
ble beard. 

In his earlier days in Kentucky 
Caleb Burns numbered among his 
acquaintances the Austins and 
the Boones. 

With his brother-in-law, John 
Saunders, Caleb Burns pioneered 
and founded the county seat of 
Maryville in Nodaway County, 
Missouri, where Rowland (Rol- 
lie) Burns was born, April 6, 
1857. Due to the tension of the 
slavery issue Maryville was not 
the best place to live in the 
1850’s. In the winter of 1860-61 
Elder Burns met a “Yankee” 
from Collin County in Texas who 
had a farm and seven hundred 
head of cattle and some horses 
there. Elder Burns traded him 
his Maryville home for the prop- 
erty (sight unseen) in Collin 
County, Texas. 

The family crossed into Texas 
at Colbert’s Ferry over the Red 
River just about four miles 
northeast of the present city of 
Denison, though at this time 
there was no city. 

In 1861 when the Federal 
troops were withdrawn from the 
frontier forts in Texas the In- 
dians went on a rampage. Elder 
Burns became uneasy for the 
welfare of his family and made 


(Continued on page 22.) 
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“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 


Scripture: Proverbs 7:1-5; 14:30; 
16:32; 17:27; 20:1; 23:19- 
21. 


ANY of the Proverbs are 

written as if they were com- 
mands from a superior which 
have to be obeyed. When we 
look at them carefully, however, 
we realize that they are com- 
mandments of instruction to in- 
dividuals for their own use in 
self-discipline. This is the case 
with most of the Proverbs which 
are put before us as the lesson 
text today. 


Discipline from the outside, in 
the form of laws or demands 
from one’s parents or supervisors 
at work may seem like the hard- 
est kind of discipline. This dis- 
cipline has to be obeyed—or else. 
We often imagine that if we 
could just do as we please, life 
would indeed be rosy. As a mat- 
ter of fact, such an attitude 
oftens leads into a complete ab- 
sence of self-discipline. This 
brings something that we don’t 
want, either. Actually, self-dis- 
cipline requires hard work be- 
fore it produces fruits of happi- 
ness. 

The first Proverbs in our les- 
son today are addressed to, “my 
son” (7:1). This is age and ex- 
perience speaking to youth and 
inexperience. The word “com- 
mandments” is used twice but 
when we read the statements 
carefully we realize that they are 
things which the individual must 
do for himself. This is a lesson 
in self-discipline. 

Two expressions used here are 
still used by us today. The 
teachings which are given are 
called worthy of being “as the 
apple of your eye.” We some- 
times use the phrase to indicate 
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something we want very badly, 
not necessarily something which 
we ought to have. The other 
expression is: “bind them on 
your fingers.” (verse 3.) We 
still suggest tying a string around 
one’s finger in order to remind 
him of something important. 

Wisdom is often personified in 
the Proverbs and this is the case 
here. (Verse 4.) It isn’t simply 
advice to be wise but advice to 
make a “sister” of wisdom. We 
have lost much of the intimate 
concept of such a life in our 
modern, objective attitude toward 
such qualities. 

These Proverbs are spoken by 
a man to young men. We have 
to remember the time in which 
they were spoken. Women had a 


lesser place in society. So far 
as I’m concerned, this could be 
the wisdom of a mother to her 
daughter, just as well. It is in- 
teresting to note that “loose 
women” were plying their trade 
in those days, too. And, we 
must add, there were probably 
plenty of men with ‘smooth 
words” but they were able to 
force their demands upon the 
“weaker sex’’ with less trouble. 

The Proverbs are very pic- 
turesque in their language. Look 
at Proverbs 14:30, for example. 
The calm and _ sensible mind 
“gives life to the flesh.” Isn’t it 
true that you can often tell what 
is going on in the mind of a per- 
son by the way he acts, physi- 
cally, just standing or sitting? 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 28, 1961 


The Scripture 


Porverbs 7:1-5 


16:32 


32 He who is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty, 


17: 
and he who has a cool spirit is 
a man of understanding. | 
20:1 
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“Passion makes the bones rot.” 
This may not be a medical diag- 
nosis but it is literally true when 
some passions are followed long 
enough. 

Next we have Proverbs about 
controlling one’s temper and 
language. How much trouble 
our tempers cause us! The Pro- 
verbs know how important it is 
to control the temper and also, 
how difficult it is. If one “rules 
his spirit’ he is mightier than a 
person “who takes a city” (16: 
32.) 

Now we come to discussion of 
the misuse of one’s physical body 
through drinking and _ eating. 
They knew then, as we know full 
well now, that “wine is a mocker, 


strong drink a brawler.” (20:1.) 
Probably people do not start out 
with wine and then shift to a 
stronger drink but there is a 
progression of ideas expressed 
here. First, when one drinks a 
little, he is fooled into thinking 
that things are different than 
they are. Especially, he may 
imagine that he is stronger or 
more important than he really is. 
“Stronger drink” will cause him 
to put these feelings to the test. 
He becomes a “brawler.” 

The last passage of scripture 
in the text ties together the ter- 
rible sin of a ‘wine bibber’’ and a 
“gluttonous eater.” The argu- 
ment is placed on very practical 
terms. Such a person “will come 


Meaning for Today 


T HAS been said recently and 

not without candor, that we 
Americans “are becoming a soft, 
sexy, socialistic, sinful people.” 
We are afflicted with a perverted 
sense of values—overemphasis 
upon sex and the sensual. That 
which is sacred is being exploited 
by publishers of “smut” maga- 
zines and producers of profane 
movies. Such “fifth columnists” 
working from within are going 
to destroy us as surely as any 
foe that threatens us from with- 
out. The Russians are not going 
to invade us, they are going to 
wait until we are so degenerate 
that all they have to do is to 
move in and take over. 

We are becoming soft. One 
indication of this is our inability 
to compete successfully in the 
Olympics which in former years 
we could take quite handily. An- 
other indication is the break- 
down of morals which is evident 
in almost every community. 

One of our Midwestern states 
recently had a rash of embezzle- 
ments by bank officials. As these 
frauds were publicized in news- 
papers across the country, friends 
wrote to us from another state 
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by John Thompson 


informing us that their milkman 
had been indicted for embezzling 
some of his funds. It was not 
a large sum, but there was the 
same lack of integrity and disci- 
pline as in the case of the bank 
presidents. His moral breakdown 
was credited to a wife who was 
unwilling to discipline herself to 
live within their means. 

An author of a recent book in- 
forms us that most American 
families have overbought until 
they are three months from bank- 
ruptcy. Is not this, too, an in- 
dication of lack of discipline? 
In our desire for easy living we 
neglect any real discipline of 
mind, body or spirit. 

We spend 10 million dollars a 
year on our liquor bill, to say 
nothing of the bill for crime, ac- 
cidents, and sickness as a result 
of drinking. We spend 21 billion 
dollars on gambling, 4 billion on 
tobacco and 7 billion on recrea- 
tion. In the same twelve-month 
period we spend only two and 
one-half billion dollars for the 
suport of all our Church pro- 
grams. 

Contrary to the teachings of 
the New Testament we are ful- 


to poverty” and “rags.” There 
are many other reasons for heed- 
ing this Proverb about drink and 
eating. It is a part of the wis- 
dom of the writer, however, to 
put the problem on these practical 
terms. 

We sometimes use the expres- 
sion about our growing children 
that they “are eating us out of 
house and home,” but I don’t 
suppose very many people eat 
themselves into poverty. I have 
known a good many people who 
drank themselves into poverty 
and rags. However, I do not 
want to separate the scriptures 
here where there is.no separation. 
Self-discipline is a wonderful 
habit. 


filling the lusts of the flesh to the 
neglect of the aspirations of the 
Spirit. Psychology has replaced 
morality. Liberty has become 
license; freedom has become li- 
centiousness. And such a flaccid 
existence is leading to disintegra- 
tion of our personal, family, and 
national life. It is not what we 
get but what gets us. We have 
not heeded the warning of the 
Apostle: “Be careful that free- 
dom does not become mere op- 
portunity for your lower nature.”’ 

We shy away from that word 
“discipline.” It is too demand- 
ing! It is a threat to our com- 
fortable and easy way of life. 
We do not want to be bothered 
with the discipline of the cross 
so we drop the hymns out of our 
hymnals that would remind us of 
anything so demanding as an 
“old rugged cross.” Something 
of the attitude of the present-day 
churchgoer toward the _ disci- 
pline of the cross is noted in the 
statement by E. Stanley Jones 
that Protestant Christians “have 
taken the crucifixes out of their 
churches and put cushions in in- 
stead.” When the minister 
speaks of being “pillars” in the 
church people think he says “‘pil- 
lows” and go to sleep on them. 

This lack of discipline is in 
striking contrast to the “disci- 
plines of the high calling” as the 
Apostle Paul illustrates them. 
(1 Cor. 9:24ff.) 
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In the Heart of Nation's 
Biggest Redevelopment Area 


Groundbreaking at 


The Christian Board 


St. Louis—When the $3,400,- 
000 expansion program of the 
Christian Board of Publication 
was dramatized at  ground- 
breaking ceremonies here in the 
heart of America’s largest urban 
redevelopment area, the event re- 
ceived wide public attention. 


On hand for ceremonies April 28 
were many church and civic leaders, 
including Mayor Raymond R. 
Tucker, who brought greetings. 

The new structure will include 
a 115-foot bell tower, complete with 
an electric carillon and topped with 
a stainless steel cross; a chapel 
featuring stained glass windows and 
seating 200 people; total floor space 
of 259,200 square feet for offices and 
other facilities; and beautiful land- 
scaping, including a sunken garden 
arcade across the 110-foot front on 
Jefferson Avenue, which is a main 
north-south street in the area. 

Charles L. Farris, executive di- 
rector of the Land Clearance for Re- 
development Authority of the City 
of St. Louis, formally conveyed the 
title to the land after a check in 
the amount of $134,405.71 was pre- 
sented by the CBP treasurer, Miss 
Caroline Schaefer. 

Mr. Farris presented the deed to 
John McGinty, chairman of the 
board of directors of Christian 
Board. 

The event was of special signifi- 
cance to the St. Louis community 
because the new three-story build- 
ing is the first new “commercial” 
building project to be started in 
the 465-acre Mill Creek Valley urban 
redevelopment area. 

Presiding was Dr. Wilbur H. 
Cramblet, president of the Christian 
Board of Publication. Among many 
using a silver spade to turn first 
earth for the new structure were 
Dr. Cramblet, Mr. McGinty and Ken- 
neth E. Wischmeyer, architect. 

Among the other persons who 
brought greetings during the cere- 
monies were: Aloys P. Kaufmann, 
president, Chamber of Commerce; 
O. Walter Wagner, executive di- 
rector, Metropolitan Church Federa- 
tion; Orval D. Peterson, president, 
National Benevolent Association, 
which will have offices in the new 
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of the Brotherhood 


building; W. Elbert Starn, executive 


secretary, Disciples Council of 
Greater St. Louis; and Hampton 
Adams, pastor of Park Avenue 


Christian Church, New York, sec- 
retary of CBP. 

Completion is scheduled 
spring, 1962. 


in the 


Director of 
Educational Administration 


Mabel Metze Named 


To New Position 


INDIANAPOLIS—Miss Mabel Metze 
is now executive director of educa- 
tional administration for the Chris- 
tian Churches. 

She is in charge of one of the 
eight sections of the department of 
Christian education of The United 

Christian Mis- 
"= sionary Society, 

» Christian Church- 
es’ missions and 
education board. 

The education- 
al administration 
section carries 
the responsibility 
for developing 
and administering 
a program that 
gives guidance to 
and provides re- 
sources for those 
in the local church who have the 
administrative oversight of the edu- 
cation program. 

As director Miss Metze gives help 
to churches in regard to certain 
general aspects of their educational 
program. These include the place 
of education in the mission and 
work of the total church; organiza- 
tion to carry out that responsibility; 
and administration of the entire 
educational program. 

A former high school teacher in 
Ohio, New Hampshire and Mary- 
land, Miss Metze is a graduate of 
Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va., 
and she received her M.A. degree 
at Boston University. 


R. Pryor Combs Dies 


Kansas City (Bulletin)—R. Pryor 
Combs, lay leader among the Chris- 
tian Churches and director emeritus 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion, died April 26 near here. Sur- 
viving is his wife, Luola Long 
Combs, the daughter of R. A. Long, 
founder of the Christian Board. 
Details will follow. 





Miss Metze 


Convention at Bloomington. . . 


Illinois Disciples Elect 


1st Woman President 


BLOOMINGTON, ILL.—A woman was 
elected president of the Convention 
of Illinois Disciples of Christ for 
the first time in its 11l-year history. 

Mrs. Ben Burns, wife of the Oak 
Park minister, was named president 
of the 1962 assembly which will 
meet in Springfield. Ten years ago 
her husband was elected to the same 
office at an assembly which met in 
Springfield. 

Also elected were: William 
Harper, pastor at Hamilton, vice- 
president; and Raymond McCallister, 
Jr., pastor at Metropolis, secretary. 

The convention met at _ First 
Christian Church here April 23-26 
with 1,925 registered. 

The largest single-session attend- 
ance came opening night when more 
than 1,700 people overflowed the 
high school auditorium to hear In- 
ternational Convention President 
Perry Gresham and partake in the 
Communion service. 

An impressive one-act drama set 
the mood for Communion. Members 
of Central Christian Church, De- 
catur—in full costume—portrayed 
a fictional meeting of the Apostles 
10 years after the crucifixion. 

The original play, written and 
narrated by Jo M. Riley, was en- 
titled “What If They Had Quit?” 

Virgil Sly admonished the as- 
sembly, individual Christians have 
the responsibility ‘not to keep peace 
within the church, but to irritate 
and stir the church to divine dis- 
content.” 

The church must be _ prepared 
“to leave its position as a refuge 
for the comfortable and the secure, 
and become the haven of the dis- 
turbed and the searching.” Sly is 
executive chairman of the world 
mission for The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

From the business sessions came 
resolutions approving a plan to re- 
district the state and an urgent ap- 
peal for funds for new church devel- 
opment. 


The “Town and Country Minister 
of the Year” award was presented 
to Stephen S. Carnock, who was 
for 9% years minister of the Harris- 
town Christian Church before he 
recently accepted the call to be- 
come minister of visitation for First 
Church in Moline. 
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Letter to the Editor 


British Churches 
Express Thanks 


By James Gray 


At a recent meeting of the Brit- 
ish Churches Committee for Church 
Extension I was asked as treasurer 
to write to convey two things to 
your readers. The first is an ex- 
pression of the warmest thanks of 
the British Churches for the help 
given to the Church Extension work 
through the offering at the last ses- 
sion of the World Conventior held 
in Edinburgh. We know a consid- 
erable number of your readers were 
present, and we should like them 
to know how deeply we appreciate 
their generosity and practical fel- 
lowship. 

The offering amounted to $3,325, 
much of it given by our American 
brethren. The greater part of it is 
to be devoted to the completion of 
the building project at East Kil- 
bride, Scotland, a project which has 
been unfinished for too long, and 
which it’ is the first object of this 
committee to complete. 

The second thing your interested 
readers may care to know is the 
present state of the funds and the 
project. We have raised in the 
British Churches over the last two 
years (and remember we have only 
about 8,000 members all told) some- 
thing like $38,000 for church ex- 
tension, in addition to what has 
been done locally. From this we 
have made small grants to several 
churches for new buildings, but the 
greater part of it is being devoted 
to the East Kilbride project. 

At our committee meeting in 
January we approved the plans and 
gave the order for building to be 
re-started, so that the structure will 
be completed by the end of 1961. 
This is a wonderful achievement 
and we know you will rejoice with 
us. A. D. Carmichael and I have 
just been to Scotland to spend a 
weekend with the East Kilbride 
Church, to tell them this good news, 
to encourage them in their work, 
and to ask them to shoulder greater 
responsibility for the cost of the 
building. They responded splendid- 
ly, and we have every confidence 
that the work will grow and make 
all the planning and sacrifice worth 
while. 

As usual in building affairs the 
ultimate cost is more than was an- 


Mr. Gray is treasurer of Church 
Extension Committee of Churches 
of Christ in Great Britain and Ire- 
land. 
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ticipated, and we still need another 
$15,000 this year to be able to finish 
the building without too big a debt. 
If any would like to take a further 
share in this good work, we would 
be most grateful. 


San Diego Church Sets 
Principles for Estates 


San DieEco, CALir.—During recent 
months Central Christian Church 
here has received a significant be- 
quest in the form of an estate from 
Mr. and Mrs. O. K. Williamson, 
members of the congregation. 

This sizable estate, representing 
wheat lands in the state of Wash- 
ington, cash assets and other real 
estate, has been a real challenge to 
this congregation to be good stew- 
ards of its resources. In response 
to this opportunity the congrega- 
tion developed a set of principles 
whereby this estate would be used 
for Kingdom purposes. 

Basically these principles provide 
that one-fourth of the estate and 
one-fourth of the income from the 
estate is to be set aside for out- 
reach causes. The basis for distri- 
bution of that portion which goes 
to outreach is that three-fourths 
will be distributed to all causes rep- 
resented on the list of united out- 
reach askings, on a_ percentage 
basis. The remaining quarter of 
the outreach fund is distributed by 
the World Outreach Department of 
the church to causes that seem to 
be most pressing at the time. 

A smaller bequest was also re- 
ceived in recent months by Central 
Christian totalling some $5,400.00, a 
bequest that was earmarked for 
missions. The general board of 
Central Church voted not only to 
apply the original principles in the 
distribution of this bequest, but 
that any subsequent estates received 
by the church as bequests, which 
are not specified by the donor, are 
to be distributed on the basis of 
these principles. 


Named Director 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Mrs. Hobart 
P. Brown of Akron, Ohio, has been 
named director of radio and tele- 
vision in the Office of Interpretation 
of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). 

Her appointment was announced 
by Dr. Gaines M. Cook of Indian- 
apolis, executive secretary of the 
convention. 

Active in religious broadcasting 
for 17 years, Mrs. Brown will serve 
as a part-time staff member of the 
Disciples’ Office of Interpretation. 


At Stony Point, N. Y. 
Missionary Training 
Program Developed 


A new experimental program 
in missionary orientation under 
interdenominational auspices be- 
gan at the former Ecumenical 
Training Center of the United 
Presbyterian Churches in the 
U. S. A. in Stony Point, New 
York. 


Thirty-one missionary candidates 
began preparation to go to 13 coun- 
tries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. 

The new program replaces the 
missionary orientation program 
formerly conducted by the United 
Presbyterian Churches at the cen- 
ter and is operated under a board 
of managers with representatives 
from the Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ), Congregational 
Christian Churches, Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Evangelical 
United Brethren, the Methodist 
Church, the Reformed Church in 
America and the United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA. 

Ralph T. Palmer, executive sec- 
retary of the department of mis- 
“sionary selection and training of 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, is a member of the board of 
managers. 

Dr. and Mrs. Keith Fleshman, 
missionary orientees of the Chris- 
tian Churches, are among the par- 
ticipants. 

Unique in a number of ways, a 
laboratory approach to learning is 
used in that each unit of study be- 
gins with face-to-face experience in 
situations similar to those which 
new missionaries may confront 
overseas. 

A rigorous program of academic 
activities is utilized, including ex- 
tensive reading and seminar discus- 
sions of current world issues. Au- 
thorities in many areas will serve 
as visiting lecturers. 

One year ago the Division of For- 
eign Missions of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches invited interested 
denominations to explore together 
the possibility of developing a new 
cooperative missionary training pro- 
gram along lines suggested by a 
careful study of effective programs 
in Europe and in the United States. 

The missionary families included 
in the program have brought with 
them 11 pre-school children who 
will be cared for in a nursery pro- 
gram at the center and 10 children 
who have been enrolled in local 
schools. 
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From Jerusalem to Galilee and | 
Into the Heart of the Negev | 
- A Place of Memory, Inspiration| 


NAZARETH, with its narrow JERUSALEM, the modern seat of the para- 25 
strects and its peoplo—many of doxical state of Israel, is a aaate spoken by most E 
them Christians—gives the tm- of us since early childhood, the “Holy City” asso- Cl 
pression of being not unlike the ciated with King David and Solomon and a place ra 
city when Jesus lived there. of sacred memory and inspiration where Jesus 
ministered. ce 
Appropriately, one writer described Jerusalem br 
as “like a jewel in the tiara of the Judean Hills.” as 
Not that it glitters or glows in the tradition of the ir 
“golden city,” but because it emerges from our tl 
memories and from those Judean Hills with divine 
significance. a’ 
Visiting in Jerusalem I was constantly reminded st 
of the fact that this is a Jewish city, headquarters a 
of Israel, a land reborn out of antiquity. There I 0 
visited with Dean (Rabbi) Casper of Hebrew Uni- 5 
versity and spent the shabbath evening in his home. tl 


In Jerusalem I was present at the Jeshurum syna- 
gogue at the hour of prayer. 

In that city I visited Hechol Shlomo, the seat 
of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel—described by an 
official from the Israeli Office of Foreign Affairs 
as “the Jewish Vatican.” 

In Jerusalem, as in most cities of Israel, He- 
brew, one of the oldest living languages, is spoken. 
Hebrew as it is spoken today in Israel is more 


MOUNT TABOR, scene of the trans- similar to the language of the Old Testament of 
figuration of Jesus is visible from Naza- 


reth. It is of interest to most Chris- 
tians visiting Israel. In Galilee there 
are numerous holy places visited by pil- 
grims who come to the Land of the 
Bible—a land reborn out of antiquity. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT AVDAT  (Abde) 
where the remains of an ancient city of 
the Nabateans is revealed. The Nabateans 
came to the Negev from Arabia. They 
moved into the area following the defeat 
of the Jews and the destruction of the first 
Temple in 586 B.C. 












2500 to 3000 years ago than 
English is to the language of 
Chaucer, from which it is sepa- 
rated by only 550 years. 

At Mount Zion I received a 
certificate, in English and He- 
brew, attesting to the fact that I 
ascended Mount Zion “in keep- 
ing with the ancient tradition of 
the pilgrimage to the Holy City.” 

In spite of the fact that my 
awareness of Israel as a Jewish 
state was sharpened by appear- 
ances and events there, ‘“mem- 
ories’” of the Master’s visits to 
Jerusalem kept crowding into my 
thoughts. 

This was particularly true as 
I stood one day in the Holy City 
on a hill in the Ramat Rachel 
kibbutz and viewed from the dis- 
tance of a few miles the town 
of Bethlehem. The city of Jesus’ 
birth is in Jordan territory, across 
no-man’s land, the United Na- 
tions-guarded territory which 
separates the Arab forces from 
the Isarelis. 

There, on a balmy afternoon, 
I recalled many Christmas sea- 
sons and words of a song... 
“O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie. . .” 

For some, doubtless for many, 
this land reborn is more than a 
nationalistic dream fulfilled, it is 
a reality interwoven of the fabric 
of ancient faith of Judaism. 

The economic condition of 
Israel has been strengthed much 
through the success of the col- 
lective settlements, the kibbutzim 
—a unique social experiment. 
Not often associated with the re- 
ligious life of the people, these 


By James M. Flanagan 





Associate Editor 


settlements were founded by men 
who were desirous of regaining 
self-respect by tilling the soil 
and “reclaiming the land” prom- 
ised to Abraham. 

Most Jewish visitors to Israel 
come to observe the miracle of 
the Jewish state reborn after 
2,000 years rather than to view 
shrines associated with the be- 
ginnings of Judaism. Besides, 
most of the holy places for Jews 
are in Jordan anyway—notably 
the Wailing Wall and the rem- 
nants of Solomon’s Temple. 

Most of the restaurants and 
hotels observe the kosher dietary 
laws in Israel. This means that 
a visitor in Israel cannot have 
butter with his bread when he 
has a meat meal, for Jewish law 
does not permit eating meat and 
dairy products at the same meal. 

While I was in Jerusalem I 
conferred with Gideon Sagee of 
the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Dr. Chaim Wardi of 
the Ministry of Religious Affairs. 
At Hebrew University I visited 
some of the faculty and saw 
some of the Dead Sea Scrolls. A 
booklet about the ‘Seven Scrolls” 
described them as “the past 
made alive” and promised “vastly 
illuminating research into the 
history of the land of the people 
of Israel.” 

At Capernaum, where Jesus 
preached, I saw the ruins of an 
ancient synagogue. At Cana 
(Kafr Kanna) I recalled the first 
miracle performed by our Lord. 
Many thoughts flooded my mind 
at Nazareth, Jesus’ home. From 
(Continued on page 29.) 


THE JORDAN RIVER is a mov- 

ing sight for Christian pil- 

grims. The author is shown 

standing on the bank a few feet 

from the southward journey of 

the Jordan from the Sea of 
Galilee. 


THE PEOPLE in Israel are from 

many parts of the world. This is 

a Yemenite woman in traditional 
garb and silver jewelry. 
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—CALEB S. BURNS 
(Continued from page 15.) 


plans to return with them to Mis- 
souri. However, this did not be- 
come necessary for in 1864 the 
chain of frontier forts was re- 
established. This gave security 
to the pioneer families. In 1867 
after six years in Collin County 
Elder Burns’ family decided to 
return to Missouri. There were 
now three more children, Jerry, 
Maggie and Maud. This made 
nine young mouths to feed. 

On their return trip they met 
an old neighbor coming south 
from Nodaway County and when 
Elder Burns heard of the unrest 
still prevailing in Maryville and 
the abolitionist feuds in Noda- 
way County he turned his wagons 
around and headed back to Texas. 
In September, 1868, they located 
in Grayson County just three 
miles east of the future townsite 
of Denison. Here they bought a 
100-acre farm for $200 on the 
T. V. Blagg survey from W. C. 
and L. A. Lanman. Across the 
road lived a _ pioneer family 
named Lankford. A log house 
was erected by Elder Burns with 
two large rooms with an open 
hall between, a shed behind and 
a porch in front. Passing just 
in front of their farm was a well- 
established cattle trail that led 
from the Red River about four 
miles away at Preston Ferry on 
down south to Dallas. 

My next discovery was the ac- 
tual location of Caleb Burns’s 
farm and orchard. This was 
traced through the Record of 
Deeds in the county seat. A de- 
scendant of the Lankford family 
told me how she had heard her 
grandparents speak often of their 
neighbors, the Elder Burns’s fam- 
ily. 

I urge others to follow this his- 
torical adventure trail in your 
own church. If you are a new 
congregation select someone to 
be your historian and begin now 
to preserve your records for those 
who will one day follow in your 
footsteps. I am glad that the 
Disciples of Christ Historical So- 
ciety inspired me to take this ad- 
venture trail in church history. 
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Jarvis Plans $1,500,000 
Capital Fund Campaign 


HAWKINS, TEXAS—At the 49th 
Founders’ Day Dedication of the 
John A. Aborne Health Center and 
the Barton Industries Building and 
ground breaking for dormitories for 
men and women, Otho McKaig, 
president of Jarvis Board of Trus- 
tees announced that a capital fund 
drive to raise $1,500,000 would begin 
within a matter of weeks. 

The board took this action as a 
part of a three million dollar project 
to rebuild the entire college campus 
here which includes a completely 
new water and sewage. system, 
library, communication center, sci- 
ence laboratories and other class- 
rooms. 

This multi-million dollar program 
includes the building of dormitories 
for men and women which will cost 
$440,000 already secured from the 
House and Home Finance Agency. 
The plans and specifications for these 
structures have been completed and 
construction is expected to be under 
way this month. The four dormi- 
tories to be built will be two stories 
“houses” each having twenty-six 
rooms. This is the first phase of a 
six-house complex for men and the 
same for women which will include 
a commons building. 

The college expects to complete 
the whole complex within the next 
five-year period. 


Library Book Auction 


HirRAM, OHIO—Hiram College here 
recently held its annual book auc- 
tion. Most of the books, selected 
from the regular stacks, were dupli- 
cates or volumes which have been 
superseded by later editions. 

The purpose of the action was to 
offer outstanding books at very rea- 
sonable—often bargain—prices, thus 
affording students, faculty and mem- 
bers of the community an oppor- 
tunity to add to their libraries at 
low cost. The auction is open to 
anyone. 


Religious Emphasis Week 


EUREKA, ILL.—Religious Emphasis 
Week here at Eureka College was 
held March 9-12. Special speakers 
for the occasion included: Barton 
Hunter of The United Christian 
Missionary Society; and William 
Hall, of Brite College of the Bible, 
Texas Christian University. 

The general theme was: “Our 
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Christian Mission to the Contem- 
porary World. Group meetings 
were led by: Mrs. James Craddock, 
Granite City; Beverly Welton, Cen- 
tralia; Mary Allen, Springfield; 
John Storey, Metamora; John Tref- 
zger and Emerson Brokaw, Bloom- 
ington; Andrew Eichoff and Richard 
Klausen, Peoria. 


TCU Reports 639 Degree 
Candidates for May 31 


Fort WorTH, TEXAS—Texas Chris- 
tian University is due to confer 
more degrees May 31 than it did 
during its first 48 years. 

Registrar Calvin Cumbie reports 
that there are now 639 degree 
candidates. From 1873, when it was 
founded as “AddRan Male & Fe- 
male Colliege’ at Thorp Spring, 
through the school year of 1920, 
the university conferred 597 degrees. 

This spring, there are 566 can- 
didates for bachelor degrees, 26 
for the bachelor of divinity and 47 
for masters degrees. By schools 
and colleges, there are 233 candi- 
dates in the AddRan College of 
Arts and Sciences, 131 in the School 
of Business, 119 in the School of 
Education, 54 in the School of Fine 
Arts, 44 in Graduate School, 29 in 
Harris College of Nursing and 29 in 
Brite College of the Bible, the 
graduate seminary. 





BERT W. SMITH, former minister of 
Greenville Church (Greenville, Ky.), 
has been named Director of Church 
Relations and Alumni Affairs at 
Transylvania College, Lexington, Ky. 
Mr. Smith is a graduate of Tran- 
sylvania College and The College of 
the Bible. 
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by A. T. DeGroot 


MICHAEL FARADAY 


ICHAEL FARADAY represents 

the most distinguished name 
among the Disciples of Christ in the 
history of science. His story has 
all the thrill of a poor boy making 
a success in life. Born in 1791 in 
a village near London, he worked 
in a bookstore as a young man and 
his reading led him toward science. 
He pioneered the liquefaction of 
chlorine, discovered benzene, and 
gave a celebrated lecture on “The 
Chemical History of a Candle.” Our 
picture shows him in his young man- 
hood. 

Turning later from chemistry to 
physics, he produced the earliest 
electromagnetic motor. Upon the 
principles established in his research 





Michael Faradav 


were built the electric dynamo and 
later the telephone. Many other 
results flowed from his genius, and 
the first International Congress of 
Electronics honored him by naming 


Sponsored by the Christian Literature Commission 


The Pastor and Vocational Counseling 


By Charles F. Kemp 


Selected and reviewed by Al- 
len R. Sharp, Chairman of the 
Department of Religion and 
Philosophy, Atlantic Christian 
College, Wilson, North Carolina. 


We have been in a dilemma for 
a long time concerning the minis- 
ter’s role in counseling. Profes- 
sional counselors have felt that the 
minister should refrain from most 
counseling because he is not pro- 
fessionally trained for it. The min- 
ister, on the other hand, has found 
himself in this role, qualified or not. 
Charles Kemp’s latest book is a fine 
defense of the minister’s role as a 
vocational counselor. 

The minister is carefully cau- 
tioned to strike a happy medium in 
his counseling duties, i.e., he must 
not assume that he is the final au- 
thority on counseling, yet he must 
assume the role of counselor for he 
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is the one to whom most people 
turn, particularly as they seek vo- 
cational guidance. The opportunity 
to counsel is a privilege and a re- 
sponsibility. Assuming this respon- 
sibility, the clergyman must know 
certain techniques which the book 
attempts to set down. 

The author has been able to com- 
bine purpose and history with tech- 
nique. The individual is given the 
prominent place in the counseling 
situation for we are reminded that 
we counsel people, not problems. 

Every minister would do well to 
read this survey for it gives helpful 
advice on a growing problem of 
vocational guidance. The _ book’s 
clarity and conciseness make it all 
the more valuable. 

The Pastor and Vocational Guid- 
ance, price $3.50, is available from 
the Christian Board of Publication, 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo, 


: Clubs, Groups, etc. 


one unit of measurement the farad. 
One of the most significant con- 
stants of the universe is called the 
Faraday. In late life Queen Vic- 
toria provided him with a home, 
where he died in 1867. 

Michael Faraday was a devoted 
member and elder of a Sandemanian 
church in London. These churches 
were pioneer groups which led the 
way to a reformation in Great 
Britain which contributed to the 
making of the Christian Churches, 
for their major emphasis was upon 
the restoration of primitive Chris- 
tianity. Robert Sandeman came to 
America and established a church 
at Danbury, Connecticut, now a 
leading congregation of our fellow- 
ship in New England. 


A full set of color slides and script 
on “Distinguished Disciples” may 
be rented from Dr. DeGroot, TCU, 
For Worth, Texas. 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1959 by members of Societies, 
They enable you to earn 


money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 


SANGAMON MILLS, INC. 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 
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WITH THESE 
STUDY 

TOOLS 


ALETHEIA PAPERBACKS 
are designed to help you 
reach the bedrock of Chris- 
tian faith. For today’s men 
and women, they probe 
deeply into beliefs, Bible 
study, and problems of Chris- 
tian living. For group discus- 
sion or personal study. 


Adventures in Parenthood $1.45 


A Call to Faith $1.75 
The Sermon on the Mount and 
Its Meaning for Today $1.45 
Understanding the Books of 
the Old Testament $1.95 
Understanding the Books of 
the New Testament $1.95 
We Believe $1.25 
ask § your bookseller 
OHN KNOX PRESS 
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—THE CENTURY SPEAKS TO THE DECADE 
(Continued from page 9.) 


real need on the American frontier 
at the turn of the nineteenth 
century. 

It was inevitable that our fathers 
should establish colleges and semi- 
naries. The first seminary was 
established in 1865, The College of 
the Bible, in Lexington, Ky. From 
the very beginning it had as its 
keystone a spirit of freedom and 
the search for truth which has kept 
our churches free from ecclesiasti- 
cism and sectarianism. Now there 
are four other seminaries, and a 
number of divinity houses associated 
with great universities whose pur- 
pose is the same. 

During these one hundred years 
we Disciples of Christ have made a 
record of which we may be proud. 
While other groups divided over 
sectionalism, we have stayed to- 
gether. We have had a significant 
part in the world missionary move- 
ment. We have carried our witness 
for Christian unity into the Na- 
tional and World Councils. of 
Churches. We have helped to chart 
the course of the American Associa- 
tion of Theological Schools to lead 
all of the seminaries of the nation 
to accredited standing among the 
other educational institutions of the 
nation. 

“And what more shall I say? For 
time would fail me to tell of .. .” 
Barton W. Stone, Alexander Camp- 
bell, “Raccoon” John Smith, Walter 
Scott, J. W. McGarvey, A. McLean, 
Peter Ainslie, Stephen J. Corey, A. 
W. Fortune, and the other prophets 
who through faith conquered big- 
otry, stopped the mouths of dema- 
gogues, quenched raging fires of divi- 
sion, brandished the sword of right- 
eousness, “. . . won strength out of 
weakness, became mighty .. .” in the 
battle for truth and freedom and 
unity in Jesus Christ. 

But . . . “God had something bet- 
ter planned for our day, and it was 
not his plan that they should reach 
perfection without us.” So speaks 
the last century to our decade. 


II 


This is the Decade of Decision for 
Disciples of Christ. As a people we 
stand at the moment of history be- 
fore a maze of open doors. 

Our population is growing at such 
a rapid rate that new churches must 
be established at the rate of about 
three per week just to keep up with 
the growth in families already as- 
sociated with the Christian Churches. 
In many areas the growth is even 
greater than this. During the last 
decade we have refined the program 
of fellowship evangelism whereby 
any church may use proved methods 
to enlarge its membership con- 
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stantly. Baptistries filled only once 
a year are now kept filled for the 
steady flow of converts. 

Our church schools are increasing 
at such a rapid rate that many 
churches are having two _ sessions 
of study as well as worship each 
Sunday—not as an emergency meas- 
ure but as a planned program for 
the future. 

We are spending millions of dol- 
lars for new buildings each year. 
Our building for churches during the 
decade will probably total nearly 
$200,000,000 by 1970. 

Our opportunities for service on 
the mission fields are increasing al- 
most daily. Although more and more 
of the work is being carried on by 
the people of the countries served— 
in fact our entire view of mission 
is undergoing constant change—the 
need for leadership from the older 
churches is greater than ever. 

The opportunity for our ecumen- 
ical witness is becoming greater 
each year, not only through coun- 
cils of churches, but in many other 
areas. 

It is my privilege to participate in 
a number of conventions, regional 
and national committees every year. 
In almost every gathering of our 
people I can sense a new spirit of 
enthusiasm, expectancy and matu- 
rity. Our brotherhood program is 
more vitally alive now than at any 
time in our history! Our past has 
been great, but the present is full 
of promise for an even greater 
future! Frankly, I’d rather be a 
part of our movement now than 
during any decade in the past. I’m 
convinced that the Decade of Deci- 
sion can become the Decade of Ac- 
complishment. 

The major factor which will 
determine whether or not we shall 
succeed is the question of qualified 


“Buried With Christ” 


Buried with Christ to rise again; 
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leadership for the churches. At 
present all of the seminaries of the 
nation are graduating annually less 
than one-half the annual need for 
ministers, missionaries and other 
Christian leaders. With the estab- 
lishment of every new church the 
need increases. 


When will we begin to be con- 
cerned about growing ministers in 
our homes and churches and under- 
writing their education? Surely we 
realize that we can move forward 
only as we have adequate leader- 
ship—adequate in dedication and 
preparation and adequate in num- 
ber. 


The plea of the Disciples is more 
valid for this generation than for 
any other in history. Our dedica- 
tion to truth, our Biblical and aca- 
demic freedom in Jesus Christ, our 
concern for Christian unity—all are 
cherished goals of every thinking 
person in this enlightened age. 


There are people by the thousands 
who are searching for a religious 
group which embraces these con- 
cepts and is dedicated to their ful- 
fillment. I bear witness to this as 
a fact because I have met dozens 
of such people on planes, in res- 
taurants and hotels in my travels. 


When we begin to practice our 
plea for Christian unity within our 
individual congregations we shall be 
better equipped to witness it to all 
Christendom. In the meantime, our 
churches will grow in unprecedented 
fashion with the coming of persons 
who are seeking the fellowship of 
those who are dedicated to one body 
in Jesus Christ. 


No more shall sin within us reign. 


Jesus the Lord is now our King. 


And all we have to him we bring. 


United with his glorious Church; 
No more for peace our souls need search. 
The Holy Spirit now is near; 
The soul is clean and conscience clear—Amen. 


Tune: "O Master Let Me Walk with Thee”’ 
Words by Tom Peake, Jr., minister of Highlands Christian Church, Dallas, Texas. 
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Relax 


EXPERT 


A physician was called to 
see a very aristocratic gentle- 
man. “Well, what’s the mat- 
ter?” he asked cheerfully. 


“That, sir,” the old gentle- 


man snaped, “is for you to find 
out.” 


“Well, if you will excuse 
me,” said the medic, “I will 
have to go and call a friend 
of mine who is a veterinarian. 
He is the only doctor I know 
who can make a _ diagnosis 
without asking questions.” 


—J. J. KELLY IN QUOTE 
eee 


Wouldn’t it be nice if public 
speakers stopped when they’ve 
said all they know? 


A Matter of Direction 


When you’re discouraged, 
And your problems seem 
dense, 


Try looking whither 
Rather than whence. 


—J. LLOYD HUNTER 
ee @ 


Great leaders always face 
the music. 





“Better not wait dinner for 
me.” 
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1961 SPRING SALE LIST 


Look at the big, big savings on these items. 


good only until May 31, 1961. 


come—first served. Hurry, order today! 


ATTENDANCE AIDS 


on hand 


127 


542 


3100 


2100 


89 


51 


39 


700 


1200 


1 pr. 


3 pr. 


1 pr. 


Attendance Chart #734 Featuring an in- 
spiring devotional setratigs of Christ. 
pace for 39 names. Reg. 35¢ Sale: 10¢ 
Attendance Rolls #5A Space for 35 
names, for quarterly use. Extra space for 
additional information about each child. 
Reg. 40¢ Sale: 10¢ 
Worshiping God A Vacation School al- 
bum with spaces for children to paste in 
~—— pictures of spiritual significance. 
4 different pictures in all. eg. $1.50 
es 100 Sale: 50¢ per 100 
nvitation to Christmas Services Standard 
size ost card for Christmas use. 
Reg. $1.50 per 100 Sale: 50¢ 


ae CERTIFICATES with 
envelopes. r a each Sale: 45¢ doz. 
Cradle Roll Enrollment Lovely 7/2” x 
5%” card lithographed in soft colors on 
quaiey & Paper 

Nursery Begi nner 
Cradle Roll Tol Beginner 
Beginner To Primary 
Intermediate to Young People 
These four beautiful promotion certificate 
folders are 45” x 6%”, French-style, 
in soft colors, with certificate on the in- 
side. Religious picture on front. 
Cradle Roll Enrollment 454” x 64” with 
a picture of Mary holding the child Jesus 
in her arms. Certificate on the inside. 
Cradle Roll To Beginner 
Cradle Roll To Kindergarten 
Nursery 
Nursery To Beginner 
Nursery To Kindergarten 
Beginner To Primary 
— High To Senior 

ntermediate To Senior 
These beautifully illustrated 7%.” x 51” 
cards are lithographed on fine quality 
aper, and feature familiar scenes of 
Biblical times ... shepherd in the hills, 
Daniel in the lion’s den, Jesus working 
as a carpenter, etc. 


BIBLES 


King James Bible #119 Attractive bar- 
gain-priced Bible, artificial leather cover, 
a. printed in easy to read 
bold t Reg. $2.85 Sale: 75¢ 
King Sante Bible #232C Modestly priced 
edition, genuine black leather cover, over- 
lapping covers, os edges, marker. Reg. 
6.50 Sale: $2.5 

ing James ‘ble—Red 
King James Bible—Black 
Luxury editions, in hand-grained Morocco 
leather, presentation page, gold edges, 
gift- pak, printed = fine India paper, 
self-pronouncing $15.00 Sale: $5.00 
King Fit Bible Bi ew Edition Durable 
cloth bound, red-edged, stain and water 
resistant cover. Reg. $1.00 Sale: 45¢ 
King James Bible *i050x Deluxe gift 
edition, gold edges, genuine black Moroc- 
co leather, center references, presentation 
page, family record. Reg. $11.50 Sale: 


ew Testament with Psalms (KJ) Gift- 
pak, self-pronouncing, India paper, = 
uine black leather, flextex edgelined. 
$4.00 Sale: $1.95 


ASSORTED ITEMS 


Christmas Gift Wrap Glad Tidings gift 
wrap assortment of religious scenes, 14 
oul 20” x 28” sheets. Reg. $1.00 Sale: 
Churches of Christ & The Ecumenical 
Age. A British teacher examines the 
Disciples — their role in religion. Reg. 
15¢ Sale: 

Bullet Point Bencils Handy bullet point 
pencils, plastic cases, with Scripture verses 
imprinted. Reg. $1. 00 doz. Sale: 25¢ doz. 


SLIGHTLY SHOPWORN ITEMS 

all plus transportation 

Electric Candlesticks Bargain-priced beautiful 
leaming brass, ideal as a —— ift. 
nex’ — panicle can array ok at 


loca’ a pr. ‘Sales 00 én 
Porn "Veaus he 12-inch ae Pee 
dinary buy at this low, low price. Refinish- 


ing can be done at nominal cost by local 
firm. Reg. $66.00 pr. Sale: $25.00 pr. 
7-Branch ‘Cnndeiehee Table candelabra, fea- 
tures 3-tier square bases representing Faith, 
Hope, and Love. Reg. $120.00 pr. 
$50.00 pr. 


Sale: 


Prices are 


Stocks are limited. First 


PICTURES 


All the following prints are by E. A. 


Wood. 


Please specify size 


ou want. 


A, 12” x 8”: Reg. 35¢ ea. Sale: 10¢ ea. 
B, 51” x 344": Reg. 35¢ doz. Sale: 


25¢ doz. 


Stock 
on hand 
A B 
192 19 


79 
55 
24 


Jesus Cast Out From Na- 
zareth 

Jesus Foretells Fall of Jeru- 
salem 
The Transfiguration 
The Noblemen at Cana 
The Denial of Peter 
Easter Night 
Shepherd, Sheep and Wolf 
The Annunciation 
The Feet Washing 

Peter at the Tomb 
Martha and Mary 

“Nunc Dimittis’’ 
The Holy Family in Egypt 
The Wedding at Canaan 
The Pool of Siloam 

The Ascension 

Plucking the Ears of Corn 
The Temptation 
— Teaching From the 

t 


a 
Adoration of the Magi 
_ Was No Room in the 


nn 
The Widow’s Son at Nain 
The Hilltop at Nazareth 
The Crucifixion 
The Raising of Jairus’ 
Daughter 
Easter Evenin 
Nicodemus With Our Lord 
The Shepherds at Bethlehem 
The Visit of the Wise Men 
Gethsemane 
“Of Such Is the Kingdom 
of God” 
esus Stood on the Shore 
he Prodigal Son 
Storm On the Lake 
= Cleansing of the Tem- 


Whe Woman of Samaria 

Zacchaeus 

The Healing of the Leper 

Anointing the Head of Jesus 

The Resurrection 

Pentecost 

The Conversion of Saul 

The Anointing of David 

mye and His Brethren 
he Maid & Naaman’s Wife 

The Pilgrim Psalm 

David Finds Saul Asleep 

Moses Ascending the Moun- 


tain 
David and The Lion 
a Dream 

ene, Mene, Tekel, Uphar- 


sen 

The Finding of Baby Moses 
Moses & The Burning Bush 
Samuel and Eli 
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THESE FOUR SCOUTS received the God 
and Country Award at First Christian 
Church, Ponca City, Okla., on Boy Scout 
Sunday. From left are: Dick Blackburn, 
Jack Friday, John Flood and Mike Miller. 


GOP asp COUNTRY 


THREE GOD AND COUNTRY AWARDS were made 

at Midway Hills Christian Church, Dallas, Texas, 

recently. Pictured (from left) are: Mrs. R. B. 

Billings, Terry Billings, Mrs. E. E. Randall, Ron- 

nie Randall, Mrs. M. C. Hargis, Glen Hargis, and 
the minister, Thomas Ray Bristol. 


ON SCOUT SUNDAY two God and Country 
Awards were given at First Christian Church, 
LaPorte, Ind. Standing (from left) are: Elmer 
C. Johnston, minister of the church; Ralph 
Masterson; Howard Finton, assistant scout 
master; Wm. Wooden II; and Dr. Staley Slaw- 
son, institution representative from First 
Church. 


FRED THOMPSON, JR., minister of First Chris- 

tian Church, Chicago, Ill., congratulates Ken- 

neth Siress who was presented the Boy Scout 

God and Country Award at the church re- 

cently. On the right are Kenneth’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Siress. 


DEAN CORGAN, JR., received the 

God and Country Award from his 

minister, Sam S. Langley, at North- 

side Christian Church in St. Louis, 

Mo., on Feb. 5. On the right are 

the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
Corgan. 
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HE wheels turn and the meet- 

ings are held and someone 
knocks to get in. He experienced 
little of organization, knowing all 
the time that the Spirit is the 
thing. Old wineskins, he said, 
cannot hold new wine. Let me 
state it briefly in this little qua- 
train of mine: 


A thing of beauty once was born, 
A gift of power from God’s side; 
Men analyzed it in their minds, 
They organized it and it died. 


The Church he loved and gave 
himself for, is, in the truest 
sense, an organism, not an or- 
ganization. An organization is 
fettered with the limitations, re- 
strictions, and the idiosyncrasies 
of those who make it up. It is 
often a thing quite foreign to the 
nature and life of the organism 
out of which it came. So the 
organization often goes on after 
the organism has died. And how 
futilely does it go on and on! 

Man cannot make rules for 
roses. Their life history was pre- 
determined by the great Gar- 
dener, who put within roses a 
process and a power true to their 
own nature and that of their 
Creator. And roses grow and 
blossom only by‘that process and 
power—a something true to the 
beauty and fragrance of roses. 
Man may water and prune and 


BEAUTY IN LIFE 


Beauty 
Flowers after rain 
Across the thirsting land. 


May it bloom after my life 
storms 


Always. 
by 


Inez Brasier 


MAY 21, 1961 


By Frank Johnson Pippin 


cultivate them on the sole condi- 
tion that he does not violate their 
nature. Else roses will simply 
curl up and die. 

Five-eighths of the word or- 
ganize is the word organ. Or, as 
science names it, organism. The 
organ can be “ized’’ just enough 
to keep the stream in its native 
channel, the song in tune, and 
the force in focus. But no more. 

Let us in the modern Church 
take note. Christ brought into 
this world a Church, an organ, 
a living, growing, redemptive, 
and trembling thing. But an or- 
ganization crucified him! 


Should the 
American churches 
concern themselves 


with social, political 


and economic matters— 


and if so, how? 


UNDER 
ORDERS 


by Roswell P. Barnes 


Executive Secretary in America, 


World Council of Churches 
Hard-bound, $2.95 


Paper-bound, $1.00 at all booksellers 
DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. 


Garden City, N.Y. 
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National Game of 


Follow-the-Crowd? 


BE SURE TO READ 


For Individuals Only: 


hy 
Perry Epler Gresham 


Published by 
Bethany Press 


Available May 26th 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Life of Jesus 


The Prophet from Nazareth. By 
Morton Scott Enslin. McGraw-Hill 
Book Co. 221 pages. $4.95. 


New Testament scholars have re- 
cently displayed a renewed interest 
in the study of the life of Jesus. 
Prof. Enslin’s book makes an excel- 
lent contribution to this ‘new quest 
for the historical Jesus.” Displaying 
some impatience with the theologi- 
cal perspective of many of the Con- 
tinental participants in the quest, 
this author returns to a method 
which is closer to the approach of 
Schweitzer. He admits that early 
Christian theologizing tended to ob- 
scure the Jesus of history, but in- 
sists that “it is entirely possible to 
gain a very clear picture of the sort 
of man he was” (p. 6). 

When one looks at the Synoptic 
Gospels with the critical eye of the 
historian, he sees that in essence 
Jesus should be viewed as an escha- 
tological prophet—“a prophet sent 
by God to announce the impending 
change and endued for his task with 
God’s own spirit” (p. 59). This was 
the way Jesus understood his own 
role and it was this conviction which 
led him to Jerusalem and to death. 

Enslin develops this thesis with 
his usual clarity. An excellent dis- 
cussion of the historical backgrounds 
is presented wherein Rome and 
Herod are afforded the kind of ap- 
preciation they deserve. Enslin cor- 
rectly interprets the teaching of 
Jesus as eschatological; he came not 
as a social reformer or founder of 
an ecclesiastical organization, but 
as the herald of the end of the age. 
His ethic was not intended to be 
practical, since it applied to life in 
the age to come; it was not an “in- 
terim ethic,” therefore, but a “king- 
dom ethic.” 

Enslin argues convincingly that 
in his own religious setting Jesus 
must be recognized as a layman. He 
was impatient with the niceties of 
rabbinic religion and hostile to the 
temple cultus. He was concerned 
rather with the untutored lower 
classes who seemed all too little 
helped by the complexities of scribal 
tradition and cultic practice. He 
viewed himself as neither the mes- 
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sianic Son of David nor the apoca- 
lyptic Son of Man. 

This is a significant book. Al- 
though many may not agree with 
all of its conclusions, it will be read 
with profit by all those who enter- 
tain serious interest in the study of 
the Gospels. A universally satisfy- 
ing life of Jesus is not possible, yet 
Prof. Enslin’s contribution is of high 
value.—WILLIAM BAIRD. 


Ten-Tenths 


My Money and God. By Robert J. 
Hastings. Broadman Press. 127 
pages. $2.50. 


The thesis of this book is that 
stewardship includes ten-tenths of 
life, both personal and material. 

Mr. Hastings shares with his read- 
ers six questions that cause a per- 
son to examine his full witness to 
God. 

These six questions form six of 
the eight chapters. They are: (1) 
How do I earn my money? (2) 
What is my attitude toward my 
money? (3) Why do I give my 
money? (4) How do I give my 
money? (5) How do I spend my 
money? (6) How will I leave my 
money? 

The stewardship teachings in this 
book are crisp, clear and challeng- 
ing. This author will help the Bib- 
lical tither to stay humble. The 
book contains dynamite for any 
who have greedy ideas about hoard- 
ing any of God’s possessions. 

The fifth question especially de- 
serves careful study by the sincere 
steward. 

These two quotes from the book 
should stimulate further reading: 
“God, who owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills, is not a beggar de- 
pendent on our tithes. But he is 
our heavenly Father, who wants us 
to follow the principle of account- 
ability in use of every penny that 
comes into our possession. And, 
“One is not the steward he ought 
to be until he spells out how his 
money is to be used after his death.” 

Mr. Hastings surrounds his good 
insights and advice with carefully 
chosen illustrations. His conclu- 
sions are convincing. 


Read this book; it will help you 
live a Christ-centered life-—HARvEY 
QUENETTE. 


Effective Counseling 


The Minister as Marriage Coun- 
selor. By Charles William Stewart. 
Abingdon Press. 223 pages. $4. 


There are many books appearing 
just now proporting to help the 
parish minister in his task of coun- 
seling in the field of marriage and 
family problems. This book by Dr. 
Stewart, who has served in local 
pastorates, has studied extensively 
in the best universities and semi- 
naries (Drew Theological, Union 
Theological, William Alanson White 
School of Psychiatry and a Ph.D. 
from Boston University), and has 
taken clinical training. He is at 
present Prof. of Psychology of Re- 
ligion and Counseling at Iliff School 
of Theology, and certainly one of 
the best and most practical in the 
field. 

The book is very readable to the 
young minister, and will captivate 
the respect and attention of many 
who have had much experience in 
the field. There are specific cases 
presented in a way quite helpful 
to the sincere pastor who is trying 
to find his way into more effective 
counseling in family situations. I 
recommend this book highly as 
making an outstanding contribution 
in a very important area in the 
work of any sincere parish minis- 
ter today.—FLOYD FAUST. 


Popular Interpretation 


Let God In. 
Latham. 
pages. 


By Lenn Lerner 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 176 
$3.50. 


This book, by the minister of the 
Presbyterian Church in Caro, Mich., 
is easy to read and no doubt will 
achieve a certain amount of popular 
acclaim. Written along the style 
of Norman Vincent Peale and Dale 
Carnegie, the volume relates the ex- 
periences of many people who have 
achieved happiness and satisfaction 
because they learned how to “let 
God in.”—R. E. B. 
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For Armed Forces Day 


A PRAYER 


LMIGHTY and eternal God, we 

humbly bow in Thy divine pres- 
ence to lift our hearts in humble 
gratitude for the bountiful blessings 
Thou hast so generously bestowed 
upon us. As we count our bless- 
ings, may we not forget the grave 
responsibility which Thou hast 
placed upon us: To employ the ef- 
fective power of the Armed Forces 
to bring peace in freedom to all 
mankind. 

Help us, O God, to employ our 
strength and all our material re- 
sources to defend the human dignity 
of every citizen in every land, but 
may we ever be mindful that human 
progress and the elimination of fears 
and intangible anxieties can be 
achieved only as we, as individuals, 
make our personal contributions in 
the realm of moral and spiritual 
values. 


While we conceive and construct 
the mighty weapons of war to dis- 
courage the enemies of freedom, may 
we walk in the paths of righteous- 
ness so that Thy wisdom may be our 
wisdom and Thy purpose our pur- 
pose. 


As we search for more effective 
methods to increase our knowl- 
edge, to improve our way of life, 
and to protect our national and in- 
ternational interests, may we not 
forget that man’s basic, fundamen- 
tal, and eternal need is God. 


As we push back the horizons of 
knowledge, may we place our hand 
in the hand of God and seek first 
His kingdom and His righteousness 
so that our advances into the store- 
house of God’s ancient and bound- 
less truths may not overwhelm us 
but, instead, dispel the darkness that 
lies within us and bring the warm- 
ing rays of God’s healing power to 


ISRAEL— 
A Land Reborn 
(Continued from page 21.) 


Nazareth I could see Mount 
Tabor, scene of the transfigura- 
tion. 

Then there was Mount Carmel, 
where Elijah fought the false 
prophets of Baal, and Ashkelon, 
once a major harbor city of the 
Philistines. 

One day as I was strolling 
along the courtyard in front of 
the Jerusalem YMCA, my eyes 
caught the unforgettable inscrip- 
tion: 

“These buildings are given to 

the glory of God and in remem- 


brance of his only begotten 
Son.” 


This interesting journey to 
Israel made me keenly aware of 
the fact that this is a land re- 
vered not only by Christians but 
also by men of other faiths. I 
left Jerusalem and Israel with 
poignant memories which I will 
cherish for years to come. 


= Gin 


CONGO CRISIS 
and 
CHRISTIAN MISSION 


by 
Robert Nelson 


The author of this perceptive report is 
executive secretary, Dept. of Africa, The 
United Christian Missionary Society. He 
has made five extensive visits to The 
Congo including one that preceded Con- 
golese independence and lasted through 
the chaotic months that followed. Pho- 
tographs by the author. 10C858 $1.50 
paper, 10C864 $2.50 cloth. 
Published by Bethany Press 
order from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF 
PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


HERES GREAT 


“an 


SING A SONG WITH GUIN AND ALL 


AMERICA 


Here’s a BETHANY record developed especially 
for you, your family and your groups... a 
brand new sing-along, song-fest with a wonderful 
sound. It’s brimful of lively, singable tunes from 
our country’s spirited history: songs of the old 
West, melodies from the “Steamboat era,” Civil 
War tunes, lyrics from the “deep” South, folk 
songs, Negro spirituals and hymns. Come sing- 
along with Guin and the Collegians in this 48- 
minute heart-warming tune tour around our 
country . . . a real ice-breaker for any gathering. 
No one can resist breaking into song—it’s just 
the kind of record to captivate a crowd and get 
things rolling. There are 16 songs in this de- 
lightful album, every one a favorite. 


SING A SONG WITH GUIN AROUND 
THE CAMPFIRE 


Do you have our other BETHANY sing-alon 

record? Another sprightly song-fest with Guin an 

the Collegians . . . makes a wonderful companion 
record. Have fun with: Alouette, Down in the 
Valley, Sarasponda, What Did Idaho?, This Old 
Man and nine others. 


the souls of all men everywhere.— 
The Armed Forces Chaplains Board. 


Books Received— 


ADULT DEVOTIONS. By Wallace Fridy. 
Press. 144 pages. $1.75. 

NOW | LAY ME DOWN TO WONDER. By Bernice 
Hogan. Pictures by Susan Perl. Abingdon Press. 22 
pages. $1.25. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE CROSS. By J. A. 
Sanders. Harper and Brothers. 143 pages. $3. 
AN EXPOSITORY PREACHER’S NOTEBOOK. By D. 
W. Cleverly Ford. Harper and Brothers. 220 pages. 
$3.50. 

THE ULTIMATE WEAPON—CHRISTIANITY. By 
Paul Stevens. Thomas Nelson and Sons. 158 pages. 
$3.95. 

KING DAVID, SHEPHERD AND PSALMIST. By 
Geoffrey deC. Parmiter. Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
195 pages. $3.95. 

HANDBOOK OF DENOMINATIONS IN THE UNITED 
STATES. By Frank S. Mead. Abingdon Press. 272 
pages. $2.95. 

24 MESSAGES FOR MEN. 
Standard Publishing Company. 


33% rpm 
$3.98 
Song sheets included 


Abingdon 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 
St. Louis, Mo. 


By J. Vernon Jacobs. 
128 pages. $1.50. 
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*T he spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


Disciples Too Lax 
Editor, The Christian: 


Please let me add “Amen” to “A 
Faith to Live By” in the Feb. 12 
issue of The Christian, the article, 
“If the Salt...” by Edith Gates. 

I am a regular and_ interested 
reader of The Christian. I enjoy 
it very much and feel it is becoming 
much stronger for the faith ‘once 
delivered to the saints” and am glad 
to note that. But, as Edith Gates 
brings out, I have long thought if 
the Disciples keep on the way they 
have begun, there will be need for 
another Alexander Campbell and 
another Restoration movement... . 

I think love is one of the main 
elements of true Christianity but 
let’s not forget that Jesus said, “He 
that doeth my commandments, he 
it is that loveth me.” The Disciples 
have grown too lax; they have too 
much the attitude of “come along, 
any way you please, but come 
along,” and that makes for a weak 
congregation. Dr. Gresham told us 
at our Denver meeting that we need 
more preaching of the kind they 
had at Cane Ridge, and to this I 
agree.... 

Let’s all instill more faith within 
ourselves and our group by being 
more faithful to the word as it is, 
not to something we feel would do 
just as well. If we don’t, like the 
church at Laodicea, God will spew 
us out of his mouth.—Mrs. ROLAND 
R. Cross, Springfield, Ill. 


High Hopes 
Editor, The Christian: 


I was alarmed by the editorial, 
“Blake’s Church” (The Christian, 
Feb. 26, 1961), but perhaps I mis- 
understood its meaning. At any 
rate, I can hope that it reflects your 
mail but not your personal leader- 
ship. It says that “. . . a majority 
of Disciples share the Southern Bap- 
tist, Roman Catholic, Church of 
Christ and Eastern Orthodox atti- 
tude toward organic union rather 
than that of the Congregational, 
Evangelical and Reformed and 
other churches.” 

Broadly speaking, I would char- 
acterize the attitude of the former 
group as that of “come join us” and 
that of the latter as “let’s share 
and work together.” I certainly 
would hope that we fit into the 
latter category. We talk about 
union and I hope we are willing to 
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—Alexander Campbell 


work toward the same end. Per- 
sonally, I had high hopes for our 
eventual union with the United 
Church. There are points that will 
require much work, to be sure, but 
why not emphasize the positive? 
Let’s not despair before the talks 
even begin!—CHARLES LAMB, Nash, 
Oklahoma. 


Editor’s Comment: Right! It’s 
my mail, not what I hope is my 
“personal leadership.” 


Profit 


Editor, The Christian: 


I want to commend you on the 
quality of articles appearing in The 
Christian. I have been taking it 
for many years and never has it 
been a better magazine than now 
in my opinion. 

I particularly profit by the ar- 
ticles, “A Faith to Live By,” and, 
in the issue of March 5, the articles 
“What Dream Are You Dreaming?” 
“The Day Paul Re-baptized Twelve,” 
and your editorial “First Things 
First.” Also, the one by Lin Cart- 
wright on Evangelism (March 12) 
was fine. 

We send The Christian to our 
members.—L. Roy CRONKHITE, 
Niantic, Ill. 


Centrality of Preaching 
Editor, The Christian: 


In catching up with my periodical 
reading I finally read your splendid 
editorial, “Free Suggestion” (The 
Christian, Jan. 8, 1961). Compli- 
mentary letters regarding this edi- 
torial I had seen, but not the origi- 
nal. 

You have expressed tersely and 
accurately the desire of many con- 
vention goers. We want and need 
“inspiration as well as information.” 
Unfortunately, we as a people have 
swung too far away from the po- 
sition which espoused the central- 
ity of preaching. Some of the me- 
chanics of inter-church relation- 
ships are no doubt necessary, but 
when the “tail becomes a sail,” it 
is too much. 

Ministers and laymen alike will 
attest to the validity of your evalua- 
tion that “‘sermonizing is not a lost 
art.” May I say, with no thought 
of emphasizing the dichotomy of 
fellowship which plagues us, that 
within the programs of the North 
American Christian Convention 
(held this year in Wichita, April 


————_ 


19-23) there are still to be heard 
great preaching on great themes by 
great preachers. We do have great 
preachers in our brotherhood, in 
many locations geographically and 
on the theological continuum.—G. 
B. GorDon, Long Beach, Calif. 


First Thoughts 
Editor, The Christian: 


Now past three score years and 
ten, this is the first time I have ex- 
pressed a thought to the editor. 

Can a Christian minister or a 
Christian minister’s wife run the 
risk of being a part of promoting 
these evils by using alcohol bever- 
age or tobacco? 

I understand from others that it 
is not uncommon in some places for 
Christian ministers to smoke openly. 
In fact, as I rode along in my auto- 
mobile one day I heard over my 
radio, “The convention of ____ has 
just elected a pipe-smoking preacher 
as president of their convention for 
the coming year.” Now that was 
very good promotion for a tobacco 
company, I think. 

Should not Christian leaders, 
especially leaders of youth, throw 
their influence on the side of non- 
use of what “1961 Cancer Facts 
and Figures” charges is “beyond 
reasonable doubt the major cause 
of the unprecedented increase in 
lung cancer’?—BERNARD S. DAVIS, 
Fresno, Calif. 


Very Constructive 
Editor, The Christian: 


It is Jesus, the incomparable 
dramatist and poet, who said: “I 
came that they may have life,” and 
“I am the bread of life.” 

I am not acquainted with A. W. 
Andrews, of Pasadena, Calif. How- 
ever, let me say that Mr. Andrews, 
in his article, “At the Lord’s Table” 
(The Christian, Feb. 19, 1961), has 
written in a way which is interest- 
ing and very constructive. 

His caution against the danger of 
mere formality is reinforced by his 
picture of the origin and endurance 
of the custom. So that everyone 
may claim this Supper as his own, 
the writer takes us from the clois- 
ters of theology and enters the fa- 
miliar dining room. “And is not 
food our life?” he seems to tell us. 

And so, my thanks to Mr. An- 
drews!—ERNEST McCaBe, Los An- 
geles, Calif. 
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How long has it been since your youth fel- 
lowship took a close, critical look at itself? 
Frequently, Christian young people and their 
adult leaders need to re-make the fellowship 
in terms of deeper understandings of its 
place in the church and in the ultimate ob- 
jective of the church. Youth groups, both 
junior high and senior high, are urged to 
examine their own group during 1961 to see 
if they need to come up with a “new look.” 


September 


Max Tharpe photo 


*FOCUS replaces PM Packs; TACK replaces Fellow- 
ship annuals. Both are planned as resource units. 
Their primary function is to help plan and prepare 
fellowship activities. Flexible suggestions help the 
group take advantage of ideas and talents of its mem- 
bers within a framework of guidance. Both will sell 
for $2.95 each; 5 for $12.00. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179 e St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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This is the date set aside to start examining your youth 
group. If your group has previous commitments or meets 
on a weekday, choose a date near the 17th. Be a part of 
a concerted effort to bring a “new look” to youth fellow- 
ship in every state and in Canada. 

Here’s what to do now, before the “summer slump” 
sets in: 


1. Alert youth officers and adult counselors to the fact 
that “F Day” is coming up. 


2. Put a “Hold Sept. 17” on the date and make pre- 
liminary plans for a “new look” on the 17th and succeed- 
ing Sundays. 


3. Watch for other announcements and information 
about “F Day” in The Bethany Guide, The Christian, 
Vision, your state paper and special youth mailings. 


4. Appoint a committee or assign the responsibility 
for developing plans for your group’s participating in this 
look at the youth fellowship. 


5. Plan to get appropriate materials (Focus for junior 
high, Tack for senior high) when they are ready August 
15.° 


6. Plan to order extra copies of “A New Look” (a 
separate printing of a portion of Focus and Tack) for 
each member of the fellowship as guidance and resource 
material. 


7. Study materials‘in Focus and Tack and complete 
plans for ““F Day” and the follow up. 


8. Anticipate your youth fellowship emerging with a 
“new look” of its own and a more meaningful involve- 
ment of youth in the fafth and work of the church. 











QUESTION: Please explain in 
everyday English just who the 
Holy Spirit is. 


ANSWER: Well, I’ll try. You 
can rest assured that just about 
every theologian in the brother- 
hood will be ready to correct me. 
I suspect that they will have 
trouble putting it into everyday 
English, too. I do know they will 
not all agree. 

Your request is fair. Jesus 
used everyday language in tell- 
ing stories to his people. He put 
profound truths into simple lan- 
guage. Men are still preaching 
and writing books about him 
and what he taught. Believe me, 
these are not all in simple lan- 
guage. There are many substan- 
tial books on the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit: 

I think we can say that the 
Holy Spirit is an attribute of 
God. We can only prove it be- 
cause we can feel it. I do not 
believe we would be far from the 
truth if we spoke of the Holy 
Spirit as the personality of God. 

We frequently speak of man as 
having a personality. This is 
hard to explain, isn’t it? It is 
a quality that a man has that 
finds a favorable response in us. 
We cannot touch it, but we sense 
it. It is not magic. It is real. It is 
not mysticism. It is dynamic. 

Radio may help clear the pic- 
ture for us. Scientists can ex- 
plain what takes place in their 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE 
CHRISTIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 


language. All that I know is 
that I tune in the radio and re- 
ceive what is being broadcast. I 
cannot explain it in any lan- 
guage. I know what I hear. 

By faith we accept much that 
we cannot explain about God. We 
often feel his presence in the act 
of worship. We know how we 
feel. 

Man’s personality does not 
stem from good manners, fine 
clothes and quiet poise. These 
are good for man to have. I be- 
lieve a man’s personality is de- 
pendent upon his soul. Man is a 
soul. Thus, he was created in 
the image of God. 

By means of the Holy Spirit 
the Soul that is God reaches into 
the open soul of man. When it 
does, something happens to a 
man. He says, “I Believe.” He 
knows himself to be a child of 
God. He knows that life has 
meaning. 

Jesus said, “. . . stay in the 
city, until you are clothed with 
power from on high.” (Luke 24: 
49b.) Surely the Holy Spirit is, 
and has, power. Our generation 
knows the meaning of power. 

The Holy Spirit has the power 
to transform men. He clothes 
them with the very Soul of God. 
He puts depth into their person- 
alities. 

This is why I suggest that the 
Holy Spirit can be felt. It is not 
a wild emotion. That is some- 
thing else. To me the Holy 
Spirit is felt in quiet meditation 
and prayer. He stirs my soul 
with the great music of the 
church. He leaps out at me from 


the pages of the Good Book. He 
speeds my imagination as I read 
powerful prose and lilting lyrics. 
He puts a song into the sunsets. 
He makes the stars glitter with 
gladness. He whispers above the 
thunder in the kind deeds of my 
fellowmen. 

The Book of Acts shows an ac- 
tive, living Holy Spirit filling 
men with holiness. All indicate 
that we too can be holy. The 
Holy Spirit is working today. 

I have seen him at work when 
men have _ surrendered them- 
selves to God. I did not actually 
see him but rather felt him. I 
knew they were feeling a new 
relationship to God and to them- 
selves. They were losing them- 
selves and finding themselves. 
They were new creatures in 
Christ. 

Is not the Holy Spirit the tie 
that binds our hearts to God and 
one another in Christian love? 


Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT 


BALLOONS FoR’ 
THE KIDDIES! 
PRIZES 


“Think it might be simpler 
just to rip out the pews and 
install a bowling alley?” 





